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After the officer shoot a man who wore like a bad person, would the officer be justified? The story is called Identities written by W. D. Valgardson and it’s about that the man kept his identity hidden so he would not get robbed, but hiding his identity only further convinced the police officer that he was a bad person, then the inexperienced officer shot him. I argued that the man was shot after he failed to follow the officer’s order; in this case, I think the officer is justified. In the first place, the original reason for the police officer to shoot the man is that he ignored “orders him to halt” from the polices, and he reached into his pocket. Because of his uncooperative behavior, the officer would have thought he was looking for a weapon to fight and would therefore have shot him to prevent any possible danger, so from the police point of view, there's a legitimate reason for him to do this decision although the man “reaches his hand toward his wallet for his identity”. Furthermore, the officer is inexperienced and nervous, it shows that he has no practical experience and can only rely on the knowledge he has received in training: “When the officer, who is inexperienced, who is nervous because of the neighborhood, who is suspicious because of the car and because he has been trained to see an unshaven man in blue jeans as a potential thief and not as a possible owner.” Therefore, the officer made an observation; and based on his training knowledge, he decided that the man was suspicious, so the man would be shot after his suspicious behavior (putting his hand in his pocket in defiance of the officer's order. As has been said, the man ignored police’s order and reached into his pocket, which passed the dangerous information to the inexperienced officer, so the nervous and inexperienced officer can only according to their knowledge of training in the first place to eliminate potential risk and shoot him to prevent the situation deteriorates again, so I think it’s justified for the officer to kill the man.
