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·Contains at least 5 clear paragraphs 
·Has a clear introduction that presents the 
argument/prompt and contains a well-written 
thesis; has a thoughtful conclusion 
·Body paragraphs are logically sequenced and 
fully developed  
·Transitions are fluidly integrated into the essay 
and enhance the argument. 

·Establishes ideas for both argument 
and counter-argument. Ideas are fully 
explained in each ¶ where reader 
completely understands writer’s point.  
·Author offers specific examples to 
prove point. 

·The writer uses smooth transitions from one idea to 
the next.  
·There are no run-ons or fragments, and there is a 
pattern of topic sentence, supporting sentences, and 
transition sentences throughout each paragraph. 
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·Contain 5 clear but predictable paragraphs 
·Has obvious introduction and conclusion 
paragraphs that clearly address and reinforce the 
writer’s position but may lack originality; thesis is 
complete 
·Body paragraphs are ordered and well-developed 
and transitions are simple. 

·Has advanced ideas for both 
argument and counter-argument, but 
occasionally the full explanation is 
missed.   
·Author offers an occasional example 
to prove point. 

·The writer uses many smooth transitions from one 
idea to the next.  
·There are 1-2 run-ons or fragments, and there is a 
pattern of topic sentence, supporting sentences, and 
transition sentences throughout each paragraph. 
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·Does not contain 5 completed paragraphs but 
has a defined beginning, middle, and end  
·Has an introduction and a conclusion that include 
writer’s position but lack depth; thesis is simplistic 
·Body paragraphs have some logical organization 
or structure, transitions are simple yet obvious. 

·Writer states ideas in both argument 
and counter-argument. In some 
instances, the full explanation is 
missed.   
·Writer doesn’t explain why counter-
argument is wrong but does begin to 
state ideas here. 

·The writer attempts to use smooth transitions from 
one idea to the next.  
·There are 3 or more run-ons or fragments, however 
there is some evidence of a pattern of topic 
sentence, supporting sentences, and transition 
sentences throughout each paragraph. 
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·Does not contain 5 paragraphs but basic 
paragraphs do exist 
·Has a simplistic or underdeveloped introduction 
and a conclusion; thesis is elementary or not 
complete 
·Body paragraphs have little to no sequencing to 
ideas, transitions are simple and not effective. 

·Writer’s ideas are basic; shows some 
understanding of purpose but is 
frequently vague in his/her 
explanation. 
·Counter-argument is alluded to but 
barely explained or is unclear. 

·The writer attempts to use smooth transitions from 
one idea to the next, but it is often ineffective. ·There 
are 4 or more run-ons or fragments. There is little 
evidence of a pattern of topic sentence, supporting 
sentences, and transition sentences throughout 
each paragraph. 
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·Contains some indication of structure but is not 
complete  
·Introduction and conclusion are minimal; no clear 
thesis exists 
·Ideas are somewhat grouped but body 
paragraphs are underdeveloped or do not exist, 
transitions are rare. 

·Very unclear in the explanation of 
ideas, showing the writer is not sure 
of the essay’s purpose.  
·There is hardly a counter-argument 
present.  Ideas tend to be repeated. 

·The writer does not use smooth transitions from one 
idea to the next.  
·There are 5 or more run-ons or fragments. There is 
no evidence of a pattern of topic sentence, 
supporting sentences, and transition sentences 
throughout each paragraph. 
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·Does not contain paragraphs or any attempt to 
structure/organize ideas 
·Introduction and conclusion are not present or 
insufficient  
·Ideas are not grouped or ordered; essay is 
jumbled, transitions are lacking. 

·Writer fails to understand essay’s 
purpose.   
·Ideas are repeated throughout or 
appear at random without any 
examples to aid in proving point.   

No transitions are used. There are 6 or more run-
ons, fragments, or comma faults. 
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·Student has a clear voice, with effective and 
engaging language.   
·Is passionate and enthusiastic about the 
topic. 
·Persuasive appeals are plentiful and clearly 
evident. 
 

·Word Choice is varied and precise. 
·Word Choice is concise and words 
are carefully chosen to convey 
intended ideas.  
·Word choice enhances the ideas and 
overall effectiveness of the essay. 

·Writer makes 0 errors in capitalization / 
punctuation, and the paper is exceptionally easy to 
read.  
·Writer makes 0 errors in grammar or spelling. 
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·Student has a somewhat distinct voice, with 
effective but disengaging language.  
·Somewhat passionate and somewhat 
enthusiastic about the topic. 
·Persuasive appeals are evident. 

·Word choice is varied and somewhat 
precise. 
·Words are carefully chosen, but in 1-
2 places could have been chosen 
more effectively. 

·Writer makes 1-2 errors in capitalization / 
punctuation, but the paper is exceptionally easy to 
read.  
·Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the content.  
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·Student’s position is clear but lacks a distinct 
voice, with dull writing that does not engage 
the reader.   
·Little passion or enthusiasm for the topic. 
·Persuasive appeals are somewhat evident. 

·Word choice is varied, but not always 
precise. 
·Words are chosen with thought, but 
in 3-4 places could have been chosen 
more effectively. 

·Writer makes 3-4 errors in 
capitalization/punctuation, but the paper is still easy 
to read.  
·Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the content. There are 1-2 
usage mistakes (there/their/they’re, to/too, etc). 
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·Student lacks a clear voice and language is 
dull.   
·There is little interest in topic. 
·Persuasive appeals are limited. 
 

·Basic words are chosen to convey 
ideas, but they are repetitive in some 
places. 
·Decent words are chosen, but in 5-6 
places could have been chosen more 
effectively. 

·Writer makes 5-6 errors in capitalization/ 
punctuation that catch the reader's attention and 
interrupt the flow.  
·Writer makes 5-6 errors in grammar or spelling that 
distract the reader from the content. There are 3-4 
usage mistakes (there/their/they’re, to/too, etc). 
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·Student lacks a clear voice and is often off 
topic.   
·Language is limited and there is no interest 
in the topic. 
·Persuasive appeals are not evident and 
indicate lack of understanding. 

·Words are chosen but are repetitive 
in many places; lack of competent 
word choice is distracting to the 
reader.  
·In 7-8 places words could have been 
chosen more effectively. 

·Writer makes so many errors in capitalization 
and/or punctuation that they greatly interrupt the 
flow.  
·Writer makes so many errors in grammar or 
spelling that they greatly distract the reader from the 
content. There are 5 or more usage 
mistakes(there/their/they’re, to/too, etc). 
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·Student voice is absent.  Language is 
extremely limited.  No interest in topic. 
Persuasive appeals are not used. 
 

·Words are chosen poorly and are 
repetitive in so many places that it is 
extremely distracting to the reader.  
·There are 8 or more word choice 
mistakes.  
·Poor word choice makes it difficult to 
understand the intended meaning of 
the essay. 

There are so many convention mistakes that the 
essay cannot be read or understood.  

 


