Focus on the Fraser - Key

Focus on the Fraser

1. Fraser River Watershed (Drainage Basin):
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a. Define watershed/drainage basin.
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b. Look at the map above and list the main rivers in the Fraser River watershed (from near Jasper to Vancouver).
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c. Explain why the Fraser only flows west and not east as well. (Use the words “continental divide” in your answer.)
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d. What shape of valley would the Fraser River be carving as it passes through the mountains? Describe/illustrate
the process to form this type of valley.
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e. How do you think a waterfall could form? What is a plunge pool?
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2. Lower Fraser Valley:
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a. Notice how the Fraser River curves as it passes through the lower mainland. Explain/draw how this happens. Use
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b. Draw the cross-section of the Fraser River that would be located directly south of the “X” on the map above.
Label the N and S sides of your cross-section.
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c. Draw the cross-section of the Fraser River in the lower mainland where it if_ﬂ(oMp_gitLaigh_t.
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d. What are Richmond and Delta built on? How do features like this form?
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3. Define the following:
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d. stream speed (Where would it move fastest if everything else were the same?) —
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4. How does a river erode rocks? What characteristics of the rocks would be important to consider? Also, use the
terms about streams from #3 in your answer for #4.
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