Lit Circles 
Spring 2020
Literary Lens Assignment #1 
Due Sunday, Dec. 6th at midnight. 
Your assignment:
· Each person in the group will choose ONE of the lens in which to critically examine your novel. They should be different (if possible).
· Answer ONE-TWO of the questions in a paragraph citing at least TWO pieces of evidence from the novel. Quotes are encouraged but not mandatory (see below) 
· Copy your paragraph onto this padlet. 
· Add your name
· Add your paragraph 
· Add images that complement your argument 
· When complete, read and discuss the other entries. (this may happen over the weekend) 
· Add a comment or question to at least ONE of your peer’s entries. Be sure to add your name to your comment

Assessment: you will be doing TWO of these lens assignments for this Lit Circle unit. I will mark your BEST one. The one that shows insight and depth of thinking. I ask that you support other members to help everyone communicate their strong ideas. They are responsible for their own writing, but everyone can help with thoughts. 
Here is one I did for Grease. 
Eg. When examining Grease from a feminist lens, the viewer witnesses extreme examples of gender stereotypes and damaging portrayals of what is considered feminine and masculine behavior. Sandy, the main female character, begins the movie as an innocent young lady who falls in love with Danny, the seemingly sweet, sensitive boy she meets at the beach. Without the influence of outside friends, they seem to reveal their true selves to each other. When they meet at school in the Fall, Danny changes his behavior to portray an extreme version of masculinity, and Sandy is pressured by her new girl friends to be ‘sexier’ in her behavior and clothing. The Greasers and the Pink Ladies are considered the “cool” kids and the viewer is convinced that to be popular, boys must love cars, skip school, smoke, drink and treat women as inferior. Girls are portrayed in traditional roles such as beauty aestheticians, waitresses and cheerleaders and care more about their looks then their grades. The final scene shows Sandy dressed in skintight clothing, smoking and acting provocative. But it is not this rebellious makeover that makes this movie so damaging- women can dress and act how they choose- but rather the message the movie transmits about gender identity.  For Sandy to win the heart of Danny and the approval of the Pink Ladies, she must change her feminine identity. Danny, on the other hand, retains his bad boy image and ultimately gets the girl. 
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DEFEND THE
WORKING CLASS Manxist Lens: Concerns itself with class differences,

economics, and the implications and consequences of the
capitalist system on the author, characters, plot, etc

* Does the work reinforce (intentionally or not) capitalist,
imperialist, or classist values? If so, then the work may be said
to have a capitalist, imperialist, or classistagenda, and it is the
critic’s job to expose and condemn this aspect of the work or
the author

* How does the literary work reflect (intentionally or not) the
socioeconomic conditions of the time in which it was written
and/or the time in which it was set? What do those conditions
reveal about the history of class struggle?

+ How do the characters it into the social hierarchy of society?
Is the author reinforcing this hierarchy or questioningit?

* How does the author’s background influence the message of

CLASS STRUGGLE classismin the book?
DIVIDES
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Marxist- cont’d

What is the social class of the author?

* What values does it reinforce? What values does it
undermine?

* What social classes do the characters represent?

« Does the story address issues of economic exploitation?
What role does money play?

« Can the protagonist’s struggle be symbolic of a larger class
struggle?
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Feminist Theory: Feminism attempts

to reveal the ways in which
patriarchal gender roles are the
ultimate source of our experience.

What does the text reveal about the operations
(economically, politicaly socially,or psychologically)
of patriarchy? How are women portrayed? How do
these portrayals relate to the gender issues of the.
period in which the novel was written or i set? In
other words, does the work relnforce or undermine
apatriarchal ideology?

What does the work suggest about the ways in
which race, class, and/or other cultural factors.
intersect with gender in producing women's
experiences?

How is the work “gendered”? That s, how does It
seem to define femininity and masculinity? Does.
the character's behavior always conform to their
assigned genders? What seems to be the text's
attitude toward the gender it portrays? For
‘example, does the work seem to accept, question,
or reject the traditional view of gender?

What does the history of the work’ reception by the
public and by the critcs tll us about the operations
of patriarchy? Has the lterary work been ignored or
neglected in the past? Why? O, if recognized in the.
past is the work ignored or neglected now? Why?
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* What are the power relationships between
men and women?

* How does the text undermine or reinforce
gender stereotypes?

* Do characters take on traits from opposite
genders? How so? How does this change
others’ reactions to them?
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CRT-Critical
Race Theory

Is this book (plot, theme, etc) good for BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, People of Color) people? Why or why
not?

Where do you see instances of privilege or lack of
privilege based on social systemsand hierarchies?

How do the characters words, actions, and thoughts
demonstrate the effects of institutionalized racism?

Where, in what ways, and to what extent does race
appear in dominant culture and shape the way we
interact with one another?

How does this piece reflect the dominant culture’s
perception of race?
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Social and Cultural
Lens

Social 77 Historical

CONTEXT

77 Cubtwrad 77

We live in Port Coquitlam, BC,
Canada. How does this influence
our perspective of the book?

We live in a Western, liberal
democracy. How does this influence
our perspective of the book?

We are alive in 2020. How does this
influence our perspective of the
book?

What is our identified gender?
Sexuality? Race? Socio-economic
background? Our family situation?
Our history? How does this
influence your perspective of the
book?
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What is literary theory?

* The different strategies used by writers in order to critically
examine a text

* Theses ideas act as different lenses critics use to view and talk
about art, literature and even culture

* The different lenses also allow critics to focus on particular aspects
of a work they consider important
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Psychoanalysis Theory

+ Psychoanalysis attempts to reveal the ways in
‘which repressed psychological conflicts are the
ultimate source of our experience.

+ What Psychological forces are motivating the
character?

* Given their background, how believable are the
actions? Explain.

+ Are the characters recognizable Psychological
types? (Ego, Superego, d) Explain.

+ How can a character’s behavior be explained in
terms of psychoanalytic concepts of any kind (for
example, regression, projection, fear of death,
sexuality -as a primary indicator of psychological
identity, or the operations of id, ego, superego?)

+ What behaviors of the characters are unconscious
ones? (Remember, the unconscious consists of
repressed wounds, fears, unresolved conflicts, and
guilty desires)





