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Opening
Paragraph 

(no “I think…)
	The thesis statement provides a clear, strong statement of the author’s position on the topic and previews the reasons supporting the writer’s opinion.  

Effectively hooks the reader, sets the tone for the paper and describes the context of the issue. 

May be creative and original 
	The thesis statement provides a clear statement of the author’s position on the topic and previews the reasons supporting the writer’s opinion

States the main topic and attempts to hook the reader

May be straightforward
	A thesis statement is present, but does not make the author’s position clear. The reasons supporting the writer’s opinion are not adequately previewed.

States the main topic, but it is not particularly inviting to the reader or lacks a clear context of the issue
	The thesis statement does not focus on the assigned topic or lacks reasons as support

There is no clear introduction or explanation of the main topic and does not preview the opinion 

Little attempt to hook reader
May be missing the author and title 

	Strength of Argument (Ideas) 
	Argument is very insightful and interesting. Strong argument- you have persuaded me! 

Recognizes counterargument and clearly refutes it. 
	Argument is insightful and strong. You have persuaded me but there is still room for argument. Recognizes counterargument. 
	Argument is apparent but may be weak or need depth and insight

May or may not have persuaded me.

Counterargument is NOT included or may be vague 
	Argument could be stronger

May be basic- needs depth and insight 

No counterargument 

	
Supporting
Details (quotes and evidence from novel)


	Provides strong details, reasons and/or examples in support of the opinion for each paragraph

Strong, original quotes that clearly support argument 
	Provides  details, reasons and/or examples in support of the opinion. Evidence fits to the argument

Strong quotes but may be standard
	Provides details, reason and/or example in support of the opinion. Evidence may be weak or not match argument. 

Could use more quotes OR stronger ones
	Provides little or no  support of the opinion. 

Evidence may be weak. 

Little or no quotes 

	Quote Bombs! 
	All quotes are integrated into paragraph seamlessly. They are introduced and discussed and are complex. 
	Quotes are integrated well. Could be explained better or be more complex. 
	Quotes are integrated but could be better. May be slightly “bombish”
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Conventions
And Academic Writing 
	Quotation mechanics and semicolon/colon usage is perfect.

Rules in academic writing are followed  
Proofread thoroughly 
	Quotation mechanics are mostly correct. Semicolon/colon usage is mostly correct

Most rules in academic writing are followed 

Proofread
	Quotation mechanics are somewhat correct. Semicolon/colons are somewhat correct. 

Academic writing may not be followed at times
Needs to be proofread
	Quotation mechanics and grammar usage has too many mistakes. 

Academic writing may not be followed at times
Needs to be proofread 

	
Voice 
	Chooses words that are clear, descriptive and accurate. 

May have a strong persuasive tone 

Strong voice! 
	Adequately chooses words that are clear and descriptive. Demonstrates a persuasive tone and adds voice
	Chooses some words that are clear and descriptive. Lacks consistent persuasive  tone.

Take risks in voice!
	Language and tone of letter is unclear and lacks description.

Take risks in voice! 

	
Format/
Organization
Sentence Fluency 
	Sentences and paragraphs are complete, well written and varied.

Essay is organized.
	Sentences are varied and complex.
 Paragraph structure is generally correct. 

Essay is organized.  
	Sentences are sometimes varied and complex. 
Paragraph structure is generally correct but may not fit topic sentence. 
	Little or no evidence of sentence fluency or correct structure. 

Essay may have the basic organization but paragraphs unorganized


