
Ballad

A long poem that is 
considered a narrative and is 

often set to music.

Example: All the Worlds a 
Stage by William 

Shakespeare

Word Play

Lyric

This is a formal type of 
poetry that expresses 
personal feelings and 

emotions

Example: Sonnet Number 
18 by William Shakespeare

Narrative

A poem that tells a story, that 
does not neccesarily need to 

rhyme.

Example: The Raven by 
Edgar Allan Poe

Figurative 
Language

The use of 
phrases or 
words that 

doesn’t have a 
literal meaning.

They fought like cats 
and dogs
(Simile)

The snow is a 
white blanket

(Metaphor)
Examples

Hyperbole

A figure of 
speach where 

the use of 
exaggeration 
is not meant 
to be taken 

literally

Example: I walked 
a million miles to 

get here

Example: Deserts are 
sometimes hot, dry and 

sandy

Understatement

A figure of speech 
that is used to 

intentionally make a 
situation seem less 

important than it 
really is

Literal Language

This refers to 
the words sole 

and defined 
meaning

Example: The 
whiteboard is white

Poetic Devices

Poem

A piece of writing 
that is organized 
in a way where 

there is a pattern 
of rhythm, rhyme 

and meaning

Types of Poems

Comparison

Metaphor

A comparision 
between 2 different 

things

Example: The snow 
is a white blanket

Lightning danced 
across the sky

(Personification)

Personification

The attribution of giving 
an inanimate object 

human characteristics

Example: Lightning 
danced across the sky

Simile

A figure of speech used 
in comparison of one 

thing woth another with 
using the words like 

and as

Example: Crazy like a 
fox

Sound

Concrete

A poem where the meaning is 
demonstrated by the words, 

letters and format of the 
poem.

Example: Easter Wings by 
George Herbert

Alliteration

The existence of the 
same letter or sound 

at the begging of 
closely connected 

words

Example: A black bug 
bit a big black bear

Onomatopoeia

Words that resembles 
the sound that it 

describes

Example: Boom!

Rhythm 
and Rhyme

Iambic Pentameter

The rhythm or meter 
that creates the 

words in that line

Example: Macbeth 
by William 

Shakespeare

Rhyme

Repetition of 
similar sounding 

words

Example: 
Humpty Dumpty

Rhyme Scheme

A pattern of 
rhymes at the end 
of a song or poem

Example: 
Limerick Poem

Rythm

The pace and beat 
of a poem

Example: Romeo 
and Juliet

Couplet

A pair of succesive 
lines that rhyme

Stanza

A group of lines 
within a poem

Quatrain

A stanza of 
four lines

Verse Forms

Verse

A single line of 
a poem
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