Trickster in indigenous culture

+ The trickster is the embodiment of
lawlessness and paradox.
divine buffoon,

He is a

a hero who breaks

a coward,

creator. Trickster helps establish

social rules, and he deliberately
flouts them.

taboos, a rebel, and a

Tricksters stories

Trickster stories from various cultures
often convey cultural significances and
moral lessons through their characters'

actions and outcomes.

Tricksters are smart and they use their

knowledge to play tricks or to try and
bend the rules. Trickster tales are used
to entertain and often to teach lessons

or deeper meaning about how to behave
and treat other people.
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map
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e The trickster is a special, often very witty and
humorous character that demonstrates the
opposite humorous characteris it s to those

that are valued in human being

* The trickster is ageless, gender less and free of

stereotypes. He can take on the form of a
human, an animal, or even the shape of an
inanimate object such as a rock, stick, or tree

Why trickser is

important in
indigenous

culture?

Trickster hold important roles in indigenous
cultures worldwide, often embodying
ambiguity, chaos, creativity, and the
breaking of norms. They challenge the rule
and bring change to the world.

_— Quote: Bear to create the natural

world, “Coyote said, “from now on
the year shall consist of six moons
of warm weather, and six moons in
which it may snow or be cold.” So
Coyote saved the people from having

to live in darkness and cold. He

made the seasons and days and nights
as they are now.” (Coyote and
Grizzly Bear Make the Seasons and
Night and Day)

quote:

The raven was tired
of groping about in the

dark. He was also curious
to see what the old man
kept hidden in his big
boxes." (The Raven Steals
the Light)

. How transformer character connect to
What are some example of trickster

N Trickster?
in indigenous culture?
+ Raven is an important trickster in

the cultures of various Northwest

The Transformer character in
Indigenous cultures, often embodies

coast indigenous peoples a complex figure capable of shape-

. Coyote shifting, transformative actions,
o rabbit and possessing both creative and

] Nanabosho mischievous qualities. In many short
. Tktomi

stories, this character shares
similarities characteristic with the

Trickster in indigenous culture

Storytelling is a way that can

pass down the indigenous
culture,

What are the difference
of the European and
indigenous creation

language, tradition,
and religion though generation,
"It was a part of our culture to
write things down, and the old
people always tells us legend
and stories and songs, this is

Indigenous worldview sees the land as
sacred and usually given by a creator or a
supreme being. In contrast, Western
worldview sees the land and its resources
as being available for development and
extraction for the benefit of humans.

Tricksters are Sacred cultural
figures and heroes who
represent and communicate the
culture, laws, and histories of
Indigenous Peoples within the

context of their specific

our culture, this is our way to
live, this tells us what
happened to the ancestor”.

Indigenous cultures share
stories in many ways -
orally, in song, in
drumming, with pictographs,

locations.
Evidence: In the poem "Poem

what is a
transformer
character?

Indigenous and Western Worldviews

Without End" often
reflective and symbolic,
there’s not explicitly
feature a Trickster figure,

and through medicine wheels

and tipi rings.
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. Transformer is a character that
transmit moral truths, cultural
knowledge, and standards of human
behaviour from one generation to the
next
* inthe west coast, the Transformer
character in tradidtional stories is
raven. In the interior of B.C, Coyote
plays that role

Quote: In the story of “Stories of
the Secwepemc”, Coyote as a
used his wits and
transformative abilities to shape
the world, often through mischievous
“Through
the stories, Coyote taught the
people many lessons and left markers
on the land to remind them of the
lessons.”

Transformer,

and unconventional means.

Quote: The Haida story of "The Raven
Steals the Light" features Raven as
a transformative figure bringing
light to the world.Raven was a
trickster, able to shape-shift and
bring change to the world. The Raven
snapped up the light in his jaws,
thrust his great wings downward and
shot through the smokehole of the
house into the darkness. The world
was at once transformed....The raven
flew on, proud of his new
possession, admiring the effect it
had on the world below.

Evidence: in the poetry "The Long
Dance" and "Poem without End," the
trickster figure often embodies the
complexities of human nature,
teaching lessons through their
actions. And in “The Long Dance”the

the trickster in this poem
is Nanabush,
the English professor,

landlord,

and he can be

singer, Jesus, and

trapper.

In indigenous creation story the
trickster can also creat the
world like making day, night,
and season. In the story Raven
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In many European creation
myths, there's often a
divine or godlike figure

responsible for the creation

phrase “dancing with rage” is
repeated throughout the poem, it
might signify the emotional turmoil,

frustration,

Indigenous community in response to
historical injustices.

or anger experienced by
the speaker or the collective

steal the Light, “The eagle
chased the rave beyond the edge
of the world, and there, tired
from the long chase, the raven
finally let go of his last piece
of light. It floated gently on
the clouds and started over the
mountains lying to the east and
still travels across the sky as

how trj
Ckste
st%l"y reflect 1l:’he
Storicaye

Trickster stories within Indigenous cultures
reflect historical experiences by showcasing
resilience, adaptation to change, and
resistance against oppression, preserving
cultural values and wisdom through
entertaining narratives that pass down
lessons, moral teachings, and societal norms
from one generation to another, embodying
the diversity and creativity of Indigenous
societies while emphasizing the importance of
balance, harmony, and cultural identity within

the community.

the sun”

Quote: “I'll show you
where the Daybreak people
died and why
we danced with the rage
and speak of dreams
no one has seen
for five-hundred years”

(The long Dance) . -
Quote: so the animals give

him shelter because they
know the winter is coming
and when he wakes they
wait together for the
storm that is approaching
silent
nearly frozen
they turn into a monument
of stone

of the world. For instance,
in Greek mythology, there's
the story of the Titans and
Olympian gods like Zeus who

shaped the world.



