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The Poet

• Sonnet XVIII was written by William Shakespeare in 
1609. 

• Shakespeare lived in Stratford-Upon Avon, England 
on April 23rd 1564 and died on his birthday in 1616.

• He wrote during the “Humanism” movement; the 
belief that an individuals worth and potential was 
determined in this world. 

• Shakespeare wrote 160 sonnets all written with the 
same rhyme scheme and pattern.



Structure

• 14 lines of iambic pentameter

• 3 quatrains followed by a couplet

• Quatrain: a stanza of four lines

• Couplet:2 lines using the same meter and joined 
by rhyme

• Rhyme Scheme: ABAB CDCD EFEF GG



Summary

• The Poem begins by him asking whether he should compare "thee" to 
a summer day. He states a list of reasons why summer isn’t all that 
great like how the wind shakes the buds that emerge in Spring, 
summer ends too quickly, and the sun can get too hot or be obscured 
by clouds.

He continues, saying that everything beautiful eventually fades by 
chance or through the course of nature and time. He continues to 
argue the fact that his or her summer won’t go away, nor will his or 
her beauty fade away. Followed by him stating how death will never 
be able to take the beloved, since the beloved exists in eternal lines 
which is this poem (sonnet XVIII). The speaker concludes that as long 
as humans exist and can read the poem he wrote that it will live on, 
allowing the beloved to keep living as well.



Symbolism

• The whole poem itself represents 
Shakespeare's desire to immortalise the 
person whom he is speaking about, 
through the poem.

• He states how the poem keeps her 
forever alive as long as it is being read, 
and how death with never get rid of her 
beauty.



Figurative Devices

• Metaphor (Line 5) –
“Sometime too hot the eye of 
heaven shines”

• Personification (Line 6) – “And 
often his gold 
complexion dimm’d”

• Personification (Line 11) -
"Nor shall Death brag..."

• Personification (Line 14) -
"And this gives life to thee"



Imagery

• Shakespeare took his time to make sure 
the reader could see the vivid 
descriptions of the summers day but 
didn’t necessarily go into detail of whom 
he was comparing. “Rough winds shake 
the darling buds of May” is an example 
of descriptive language.



Interpretation

• The speaker is Shakespeare himself. He is 
writing this poem to someone that he loves 
and believes that their beauty should live on 
forever in writing.

• He states it directly in the last 2 lines of the 
sonnet, how for as long as there are people 
who are alive and well who can read this 
sonnet, his poem to her can live on until the 
end of time.




