
“A lie does not become the
truth, wrong does not
become right and evil

doesn’t become good just
because it’s accepted by a

majority.”
    -Booker T. Washington

 

“You are what you eat so
don’t be fast, cheap, easy

or fake”
Michael Pollan

 

I think this quote can relate to the
McLuhan quote because we constantly

make wrong decisions which shape us as
individuals and as a society. By making the
wrong choices since you see things online
and are misled by the tools that we made.
The internet is always bursting with new

stories, and not all of them are truths, and
if the entire platform your own agrees that
something evil is good, it does not make it
good either. Online, people will justify lies,
wrongs, and evil, and sometimes they will
get a following but it does not change the

root of the story.
 

The main source fake news
spreads are through social

media, which are platforms in
the tools mankind has created.
We constantly ingest loads of
information on the daily, from
various sources and platforms.

Most of the information we
gather and store in our head is

conspiracy theories with no
proof, and little true

knowledge since as a teenager
we get our information

through Instagram, Tiktok,
etc… By saying so, the tools we

use have access to those
platforms, and feed our “fake”

news hunger.
 

When arguing, often the main goal to achieve is
being right over the other person. This quote is

saying that the goal of an argument should be to
get a better understanding on a topic and expand
your knowledge. The way this could tie in with the

McLuhan quote is that using our tools, arguing
over things has become much more mainstream

and accessible. People argue over all sorts of
things over platforms such as Instagram or

Twitter, and it’s always cutthroat words with intent
to win the argument and not learn off it.

 

First we shape our
tools, and thereafter,

they shape us

I personally can relate this quote to the McLuhan
quote the most. Growing up, we’ve been surrounded
by technology and haven’t known anything but it. As

a teenager in 2023, my phone being glued to my
hand is normal, and most teenagers will agree with

me. Technology being “abnormal” has become
invisible to me, whereas to potentially older adults,
they find it ridiculous the amount of time children

now spends on their electronics. However, I’ve been
raised with using online documents as a way of

learning, required laptops for classes since middle
school, and it’s our main way of communication.

Without our tools that we’ve forgotten may not be
the normal for most, we’re lost since it’s all we’ve

known in the last 10 years of our lives.
 

“The longer you swim in a
culture, the more invisible it

becomes”
-David Foster Wallace

 

“The aim of argument, or of
discussion, should not be

victory, but progress.”
Joseph Joubert
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