ANALYZINGPOETRY

One way to better understand poetry is by analyzing the elements that make up a good poem.
Poems are written in either closed or open form. Closed form poems are written in specific
patterns, using meter, line length and line groupings called stanzas. ‘Open form poems, often
still referred to as “free verse" poeins, do not use regilar rhythnnc patterns (ie., metric feet), are
usually unrhymed, have varying line lengths, and have no set line groupings. Remember that you
are looking for relationships between the formal devices of poetry, like word choice, metric
pattern, and metaphor and the poem'’s subject. A thorough mvesUgatlon of the elements of a
poem helps the reader to better understand the poem. '

The following list is a guide providing characteristics to look for when analyzing poetry.

1. DETERMINE THE SUBJECT OF THE POEM "
o Paraphrase/summarize the poem: what is it about?
¢ Does the poem address a socxal psychologlcal hlstoncal or mytlucal phenomenon?

2.. IDENTIFY THE POEM S NARRATOR
o Who is spéaking? =~
. o Towhom? ‘
o Under what circumstances? Identify the setting.

3. NOTE THE DICTION (W.RD CHOICE) (DF THE POET
~.-e Be sure to-look-up all unfamiliar words in a. dlctlonaxy '

What are the words® denotatlons and connotations?

Are the words concrete or abstract?

Is the poem free of cliches?

How does the dlctlon contnbute to or detract from the poem’?

4. DETERMINE THE TONE OF THE POEM
o Is the poem serious? Ironic? Satmc'? Comtemplatlve'? Ambiguous?
« Point out words that set the tone:" ’ s
¢ Determine whether the tone changes w1th1n the poem o

e What is the basic metrical pattern? Line length’?
What is the length of the stanza? S
What is the thyme scheme? End rhyme? Internal rhyme'?
- Does the poet employ any other metrical devices?
What form does the poem take? Open or closed?




6. NOTE THE USE OF OTHER LITERARY DEVICES

e What allusions does the poem contain?

e Listen to the sounds in the poem. Make note of assonance, alliteration, and
onomatopoeia. .

e Does the poet use figurative language, such as metaphor, simile, symbolism, imagery,
irony, personification, antithesis, hyperbole, metonymy, synecdoche allegory, paradox
‘understatement, or overstatement?
Are there any examples.of synecdoche or metonymy”
Note the use, or absence, of punctuation. - . '

o Titles are important. It the title the best the wnter could have chosen'7 What would be a
better title for the work? Why?

7. DETERMINE THE VALUES OF THE POEM-
¢ Does the poet succeed in recreating his expenences within the reader'? ‘How?
o Is the experience intensely felt by the reader? '
o Does the poem succeed in sharpening the reader's awareness of somethmg sxgmﬁcant’? :

Lines in poetry are generally made up of metrical Iéet Metncal feet (the combmatlon of
accented and unaccented syllables) are usually one of the following: :

1. TWO-SYLLABLE FEET _
e Tamb: consists of a light stress followed by a heavy stress. Example: the winds
o Trochee: a heavy stress followed by a Tight stress.. Example ﬂower STRRE
ample: imen's eyes

 Spondee: Two successive, equally heavy stresses. ‘Ex:
e Pyrric: two successive unstressed syllables Example,! the'soft

2. THREE-SYLLABLE FEET S . .
e Anapest: Two light stresses followed by a heavy stress. Example: early light
o Dactyl: A heavy stress followed by two lights. EXample: thisis the

The combination of memcal feet determmes a poem s meter The types of meter are:

(A) Dimeter: a line of two two-syllable feet.
(B) Trimeter: a line of three feet.
(C) Tetrameter: a four-foot line.
(D) Pentameter: a line of five feet.
~ (E) Hexameter: a six-foot line.
(F). Heptameter: a seven-foot line.
(G) Octameter: eight feet. o




