ANALYZING POETRY

still referred to as “free verse® poeins, do not use regalit thythninic patterss (ie., metric féef), are
usually unrhymed, have varying line lengths, and have no set line groupings. Remember that you
are looking for relationships between the formal devices of poetry, fike word cheice, metric
pattern, and metaphor and the poem'’s subject. A thorough’ investigation of the elements of a
poem helps the reader to befter urideistind thepoem. ** " oo

The following list is a guide providing characteristics to look for when analyzing poetry.

1. DETERMINE THE SUBJECT OF THE POEM
¢ Paraphrase/summarize the poem: what isitabout? - . . o
* Does the poem address a social, psychological; historicil, or mythical phenomenon?

2.: IDENTIFY THE POEM'S NARRATOR -
. » To whom? LT
: o Under what circumstances? Identify the setting.

3. NOTE THE DICTION (WORD CHOICE).OF THE POET, .

- o Besure toleokupallnnfamxhar words,in a dictionary. L
What are the words' denotatigns and connofations?”

Are the words concrete ot abstract?”
Is the poem free of cliches? :
How dogs the diction _cbntribute_ to or detract from the poeni?

® * o o

4. DETERMINE THE TONE OF THE POEM
o Isthe poem serious? Ironic? Satiric? Comtemplative? Ambiguous?
* Pointout words that set the toriez =+ -, .- .
*  Determine whether the tone changes within the. poem.

5. DETERMINE THE RHYTHMICAL DEVICES USED'BY THEPOET" - -*
" - o Whatis the basic metrical pattern? Line length? =~ =~ = B
What is the length of the staniza? ST
What is the rhyme scheme? End rhyme? Internal thyrne?"
- Does the poet employ any other metrical devices?

What form does the poem-take? Open or closed?
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6. NOTE THE USE OF OTHER LITERARY DEVICES

o What allusions does the poem contain?

e Listen to the sounds in the poem. Make note of assonance, alliteration, and
onomatopoeia.

* Does:the poet use figurative language, such-as metaphor, simile, symbolism, imagery,
irony, persomﬁcauon. antithesis, hyperbole metonymy, synecdoche allegory, paradox

- understatement, or overstatement?

e Are there any examples.of synecdoche or metonymy’?

» Note the use, or absence, of punctuation.  °: ' '

» Titles are important. It the title the best the wnter could have chosen'? What would be a
better title-for the work? Why?

7. DETERMINE THE VALUES OF THE. POEM
¢ Does the poet succeed in recreating his expenences w1tlun the reader'? How'?
o Is the-experience intensely felt by the reader? . ,
o Does the poem succeed in sharpening the reader's : awareness of somethmg srgmﬁcant" :

Lines in poetry are generally made up of metrical feet. Metncal Teot (the combmahon of
accented and unaccented syllables) are usually one of the following: ' .

1. TWO—SYLLABLE FEET

o Iamb: consists of a light stress followed by a heavy stress Example the winds
o Trochee: a heavy stress followed: by a hght stress. E amplef ﬂoWer :
+ 'Spondee: Two successive, equally heavy stresses Example. mei's eyes

» Pyrric: two successive unstressed sylfables. Example 16 S

| 2. THREE-SYLLABLE FEET

* Anapest: Two light stresses followed by a heavy stress. Example early llght
» Dactyl A heavy stress followed by two lrghts Example thrs is the

The combination of metncal feet determmes a poems meter The types of meter are: |

...{A). Dimeter: a line of two.two-syllable- feet.
{B) Trimeter: a line of three feet.
{C) Tetrameter::afour-foot line,
(D) Pentameter: a line of five feet.
- (E) Hexameter: a six-foot line.
{F). Heptameter: a seven-foot line.

G Octameter eight feet.




