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Terms to Know
1. Alliteration 
2. Apostrophe

3. Assonance

4. Couplet

5. End Rhyme

6. Free Verse

7. Hyperbole

8. Internal Rhyme

9. Irony

10. Literary Allusion

11. Lyric Poem
12. Melody


13. Metaphor

14. Meter

15. Metonymy

16. Narrative poem

17. Onomatopoeia

18. Oxymoron

19. Personification

20. Repetition

21. Rhyme

22. Rhyme Scheme

23. Simile

24. Slant Rhyme

25. Sonnet

26. Stanza

27. Symbol

28. Theme

29. Understatement

30. Verse

31. Voice

Questions to ask yourself when reading a poem:
1.  What is the poet saying?
2.  How does he/she say it?
3.  How well does he/she say it?
4.  Why does he/she say it?
5.  Is it worth saying?
6.  What types of literary devices are used?  Why?

7.  Who is the speaker of the poem?
Terms to Know!
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Across

6. a verse that tells a story

7. a section of a poem or song consisting of a number of lines arranged together to form a single unit

11. the repetition of vowel sounds

13. an extreme exaggeration used for effect in a poem

14. all the characteristics that make a writer’s work sound unique

15. addressing someone or something that is absent, abstract, or inanimate

17. a comparison of two things using ‘like’ or ‘as’

19. a group of lines in a poem

21. the repetition of initial consonant sounds

23. the act or process of saying or writing something again for effect

24. the use of totally unexpected or unmatched terms together to create an intended expression

26. rhyming within lines

27. rhyming at the ends of lines

28. a pleasing succession or arrangement of sounds


29. a short, highly musical verse that expresses the thoughts and emotions of a speaker

Down

1. stating an extreme reduction of the evident value or amount

2. a comparison between two unlike things that does not use ‘like’ or ‘as’

3. mocking sarcasm that causes a statement to have the directly opposite meaning from what is said

4. the creation of instant identification by referring to a well-known person, place, or thing from literature

5. the rhythmical pattern in a poem

8. a two line stanza

9. a figure of speech where a non-human thing is given human qualities

10. the main idea of a literary work

12. something that stands both for itself and something beyond itself

16. the use of words that sound like things they describe

18. uses a word closely associated with the one intended

20. a near rhyme, something that is close to a rhyme but not exact

22. the pattern of rhymes in a poem

25. a poem with 14 lines and a standard rhyme scheme

30. the repetition of sounds in two or more words or phrases that appear close to each other in a poem

What literary device is used in the following sentences?

1. Kerri is a baby when she doesn’t get her own way.


_____________________________
2. “Nice move!” yelled the spectator to the player that threw the

ball out of bounds.







_____________________________

3. “Oh Sun!  I am so happy you are shining!”



_____________________________

4. Linda had a thing or two to do before her wedding.


_____________________________

5. Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.



_____________________________

6. Clang!  Buzz!  Chop!






_____________________________

7. For there never was a story of more woe

Than that of Juliet and her Romeo.




_____________________________

8. What did the wind/Seek to find?





_____________________________

9. My love is a red, red rose.






_____________________________

10. The old car coughed and cried out in pain.



_____________________________

11. My love is like a red, red rose.





_____________________________
12. The school paved the new student parking lot.



_____________________________

13. Like King Midas, everything he touched turned to gold.


_____________________________

14. I’m so hungry, I could eat a horse!




_____________________________

Rhyme Scheme
What is the rhyme scheme of the following selections?  Write the appropriate letters on the lines to the right of the poem.

“Noting Gold Can Stay” by Robert Frost

Nature’s first green is gold,


_____
Her hardest hue to hold.


_____
Her early leaf’s a flower;


_____
But only so an hour.



_____
Then leaf subsides to leaf.


_____
So Eden sank to grief,



_____
So dawn goes down to day.


_____
Nothing gold can stay.


_____
“She Walks in Beauty” by Lord Byron
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She walks in Beauty, like the night

_____
Of cloudless climes and starry skies;

_____
And all that’s best of dark and bright

_____
Meet in her aspect and her eyes:

_____
Thus mellowed to that tender light

_____
Which Heaven to gaudy day denies.

_____
One shade the more, one ray the less,

_____
Had half impaired the nameless grace
_____
Which waves in every raven tress,

_____
Or softly lightens o’er her face;

_____
Where thoughts serenely sweet express,
_____
How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.
_____
And on that cheek, and o’er that brow,
_____
So soft, so calm, yet eloquent~

_____

The smiles that win, the tints that glow,
_____
But tell of days in goodness spent, 

_____
A mind at peace with all below,

_____
A heart whose love is innocent!

_____
Writing Examples of Poetic Devices

Write an original example of the following poetic devices:

1.  Personification

2.  Oxymoron

3.  Apostrophe

4.  Metonymy

5.  Simile

6.  Metaphor

7.  Literary Allusion

8.  Irony

9.  Hyperbole

10.  Understatement

Mark the meter of the following lines in stressed and unstressed symbols.

My heart is like a singing bird

Whose nest is in a watered shoot; 

My heart is like an apple tree

Whose boughs are bent with thickset fruit; 
Poetry Analysis
Sylvia Plath's poem "Mirror" is written from an unusual point of view. Read the poem and answer the questions that follow.

“MIRROR” by Sylvia Plath
I am silver and exact. I have no preconceptions.

Whatever I see I swallow immediately

Just as it is, unmisted by love or dislike.

I am not cruel, only truthful—

5 The eye of a little god, four-cornered.

Most of the time I meditate on the opposite wall.

It is pink, with speckles. I have looked at it so long

I think it is a part of my heart. But it flickers.

Faces and darkness separate us over and over.

10 Now I am a lake. A woman bends over me, 

Searching my reaches for what she really is.

Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon.

I see her back, and reflect it faithfully. 

She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands.

15 I am important to her. She comes and goes.

Each morning it is her face that replaces the darkness.

In me she has drowned a young girl, and in me an old woman

Rises toward her day after day, like a terrible fish.

24.  Who is the speaker in the poem?

A. a lake

B. a fish

C. a mirror

D. a woman

25.  Based on lines 1—5, how is the mirror like the "eye of a little god"?

A. It can control lives.

B. It reveals the truth.

C. It loves all things.

D. It can be cruel.

26.  How does the second stanza shift the focus of the poem?

A. by focusing on the emotions of the mirror

B. by focusing on the ways the mirror is like a god

C. by focusing on the interaction between a fish and the woman

D. by focusing on the interaction between the mirror and the woman

27.  Read lines 13 and 14 below.

“I see her back, and reflect it faithfully. / She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands.”
What is the cause of the woman's behavior?

A. She is angry at being lied to.

B. She is nervous about being watched.

C. She is saddened by her image in the mirror.

D. She is unhappy about the end of a relationship.

Poem #1:  “DREAMS” by Langston Hughes

Hold fast to dreams

For if dreams die

Life is a broken-winged bird

That cannot fly.


Hold fast to dreams

For when dreams go

Life is a barren field

Frozen with snow.

1.  What do you think Langston Hughes means by dreams? What might be some dreams to hold fast to? What is life without dreams?
Poem #2:  “SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY” by Lord Byron

She walks in Beauty, like the night

Of cloudless climes and starry skies;

And all that’s best of dark and bright

Meet in her aspect and her eyes:

Thus mellowed to that tender light

Which Heaven to gaudy day denies.

One shade the more, one ray the less,

Had half impaired the nameless grace

Which waves in every raven tress,

Or softly lightens o’er her face;

Where thoughts serenely sweet express,

How pure, how dear their dwelling-place.

And on that cheek, and o’er that brow,

So soft, so calm, yet eloquent~

The smiles that win, the tints that glow,

But tell of days in goodness spent, 

A mind at peace with all below,

A heart whose love is innocent!

1. What objects of the woman’s beauty does the poet single out for description?

2. Is the beauty of this woman purely physical beauty? Point to lines which support your answer.
3. In your opinion, which two lines of the poem are most memor​able for their beauty of sound?   Explain why.

