English 12
One Act Play Assignment
As part of our English course, we have read numerous forms of literature from different genres. Your assignment will be to work with a partner and take one of the themes that we have read or a theme that you are passion about and turn it into a one act play. Your play should contain 3-5 scenes. You and your partner should decide on the number of scenes you will have in your adaptation. Remember that each scene should take place at a different location and include a description of the setting. Scenes should be organized together to tell a story—from beginning to end.
Be sure to include a cast of characters at the beginning (listed in order of appearance), as well as all the props that will be needed to perform you play. In addition, you could include a narrator who will provide important background information. It’s a good idea to begin and end each scene with the narrator.
Be sure to include stage directions (always italicized). Remember that in a play, most character development happens through the use of stage directions which tell the actors how to look, act, move, and speak. Stage directions help the reader to visualize how the play would look on stage—where the actors are speaking their lines, how they are moving as they speak on stage, their facial expressions, etc. Stage directions are NOT meant to be spoken aloud.
Choose your partner carefully. You will want to choose someone who you can collaborate with and who will divide the work equally with you. You will both receive the same grade. If behavior is an issue, I will split you up and assign new partners.
To help you write your One Act Play, here is a website that can help you format your play.  The link is https://writerduet.com/








English 12
One Act Play Project 
Student Evaluation
Your Name:  __________________________________________________________________________
Your Group Members:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please answer the following questions and then give yourself a mark that you think you deserve for this project. 

1.  Did you fully involve all the members on your team in terms of brainstorming and writing your One Act Play script?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was your most enjoyable part of this collaboration project?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What was the most challenging part of this collaboration project?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. If you had an opportunity to do this project again, what would you do differently?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What letter grade do you think you and your partner deserve for this project?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please circle the mark that you think you deserve for this One Act Play Collaboration Project.
A+            A             A-            B+            B            B-            C+           C            C-          Pass





STEPS TO FOLLOW

[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 1
Begin with an idea by picking one of the short stories that we have read. Inspiration can come from anywhere and at any time. Get inspired by an interesting person, a meaningful event, an interesting place or an important point that needs to be expressed. Plays are a great medium for expressing a concern or issue.

Step 2
Develop the story before turning it into a play. Remember the same conventions for writing a story. Plot is extremely important, ending in a dramatic climax just like other stories. Character motivation will drive the plot.

Step 3
Create interesting characters. Good character development is essential to playwriting. Your characters should have thoughts, feelings, passion, wants and needs. It is important in stage plays not to create too many characters, which would be confusing to an audience. Consider how many characters are needed to effectively tell the story.

Step 4
Create the world carefully. When performing the play with little or no set or costumes, the audience only knows what the world is by what the characters say. It is important for the audience to understand the play’s context.

Step 5
Write believable dialogue. Dialogue is generally the only way for playwrights to portray setting, character, feelings, thoughts, what is happening, and what has happened before. It is important
that the dialogue being spoken by the character is believable and makes sense at the time it is being spoken.

Step 6
Have a lot of action. In most cases, it is interesting for the audience to see the actors moving around on stage. Some of this is the work of the directors and actor later, but the play needs to allow for it.

Step 7
Keep it simple. Remember that this is not a motion picture. Put the emphasis on good character development, a well thought out plot, and a meaningful theme for the most successful play.

