English 12:  Concept Maps

PRIVATE
Concept maps graphically illustrate relationships between information. In a concept map, two or more concepts are linked by words that describe their relationship.

Concept maps encourage understanding by helping students organize and enhance their knowledge on any topic. They help students learn new information by integrating each new idea into their existing body of knowledge. 

Concept maps are ideal for measuring the growth of student learning. As students create concept maps, they reiterate ideas using their own words. Misdirected links or wrong connections alert educators to what students do not understand, providing an accurate, objective way to evaluate areas in which students do not yet grasp concepts fully. 

Concepts maps can be used to:

· Develop an understanding of a body of knowledge. 

· Explore new information and relationships. 

· Access prior knowledge. 

· Gather new knowledge and information. 

· Share knowledge and information generated. 

· Design structures or processes such as written documents, constructions, web sites, web search, multimedia presentations. 

· Problem-solve options. 

How can I do it?
1. Select 

· Focus on a theme(s) and then identify related key words or phrases. 

2. Rank 

· Rank the concepts (key words) from the most abstract and inclusive to the most concrete and specific. 

3. Cluster 

· Cluster concepts that function at similar level of abstraction and those that interrelate closely. 

4. Arrange 

· Arrange concepts in to a diagrammatic representation. 

5. Link and add proposition 

· Link concepts with linking lines and label each line with a proposition.
COMPLETING A CONCEPT MAP 

1. Choose the Concept to be Mapped

2. Identify the objectives that need to be met

3. Collect materials that can be used to supply information Including:
- Short stories, Notebook, websites, articles, research…

4. Review the material that is related to the concept you are mapping
     themes, motifs, symbols, characters, literary devices, plot development, etc….
5. Summarize the general areas that need to be covered

6. Write these general points as headings

7. Identify the key points under each heading

8. Record the page or reference where this can be found Transfer this chart onto the Concept Map.  (This will assist when coming up with descriptive words to describe links and cross links.)

9. Present your Concept Map to others and have them peer feedback..

10. Revise and add continually….
Steps in Creating a Concept Map:

1) Brainstorm the key ideas about the topic you are creating your concept map on.

2) On a poster, place these main ideas as a branch from the main topic.  You want to be able to sort and classify your main and sub-ideas. Using various colors to categorize your information will assist you.  You also want to look for relationships between these concepts.   Example:  In Hamlet, the theme of betrayal might all be in blue.  The theme of love might all be in red.   
3) Draw lines within concepts and place words on the lines that illustrate their thinking about the relationships between the concepts.  You want to structure this either in a hierarchical or radiant (similar to a mind map) fashion.  
*You are also going to research various graphic organizers/strategies and implement these upon your concept map.  Your concept map must incorporate a minimum of 5 different organizers/strategies which may include


-fishbone


-figurative language chart


-venn diagram


-hierarchy chart


-3 way venn diagram

-KWL chart


-timeline/plot line

-sequencing chart


-cluster charts

-cause/effect chart


-sensory detail chart

-others???

4) You want to look for cross links between different concepts.  Draw lines and place words on these lines explaining the relationship between these cross links.  A cross link between two concepts should be indicated with both colors.  Example:  In Hamlet, a cross link between the theme betrayal (blue) and spying (pink) would be indicated by both colors, pink and blue.
· Your poster/concept map should be full indicating that each concept, theme, idea, relationship etc. has been fully explored and critically thought.

