Name:__________________________



Lottery Reading Activities


Pre-Reading Activities

1.) Before you read the story, The Lottery, fill in the Decide side as to whether or not you agree or disagree with the statement.  When finished the story, fill in the Re-Evaluate section and Support your View with information from the story.  
	Decide
	Statement
	Re-Evaluate
	Support Your View

	Agree
	Disagree
	
	Agree
	Disagree
	

	
	
	1. Winning the Lottery is always a good thing
	
	
	

	
	
	2. It is all right to follow authority without question.
	
	
	

	
	
	3. People are not always what they seem.
	
	
	

	
	
	4. What has worked in the past will always work in the future
	
	
	

	
	
	5. Traditions are Important and should never be forgotten.
	
	
	


2.)  After 10 hours on the job, the greeter at Wal-Mart gave everyone a perfunctory hello while mostly staring at his cell phone and reading text messages.

Based on the sentence above, what does the word perfunctory mean? Choose the correct answer below, and underline the words/phrases in the sentence that helped you determine its meaning.

a) acting with enthusiasm and energy

b) done routinely with little interest or care

c) acting with sadness and dismay

d) done with anger toward others

3. What would you do if you won the lottery? List the first five things you would do with your winnings.

a) ______________________________________________________________________

b) ______________________________________________________________________

c) ______________________________________________________________________

d) ______________________________________________________________________
e)______________________________________________________________________
4.  Make a prediction what you think will happen in this story:
During-Reading Notes

After reading Paragraph #1, answer the following questions:
1. How does a warm, clear summer day make you feel? What do blooming flowers and green grass make you think?

2. What mood does Jackson create?

3. Does this mood cause you to alter your prediction? If so,  how?

After reading Paragraphs #2 and #3, answer the following questions:

4. Noting the setting details in these paragraphs, what things, thoughts, or feelings do you typically associate with them?

5. Is this consistent with the mood we uncovered from the first paragraph? Why or why not?

6. Does the mood in these paragraphs drive you to modify your initial prediction? If so, how?

Think-(Write) Paragraphs #4-#7, write your thoughts to the questions below.

7. What do we know about when the lottery was started?

8. What things have changed over time?

9. What things have remained the same?

10. How do the townspeople feel about making changes to the lottery? How do you know?

After reading Paragraphs #8 and #9, answer the following questions.

11. Based on the last two paragraphs, what is the general attitude of the townspeople as they wait for the lottery to begin?

12. What specific evidence in the text helped you determine this?

Finish reading the story, and then answer the following questions in your binder.
1. Were you surprised by the ending of the story? If not, at what point did you know what was going to happen? How does Jackson start to foreshadow the ending in paragraphs 2 and 3? Conversely, how does Jackson lull us into thinking that this is just an ordinary story with an ordinary town?

4. What are some examples of irony in this story? For example, why might the title, "The Lottery," or the opening description in paragraph one, be considered ironic?

7. Take a close look at Jackson's description of the black wooden box (paragraph 5) and of the black spot on the fatal slip of paper (paragraph 72). What do these objects suggest to you? Why is the black box described as "battered"? Are there any other symbols in the story?

9. This story satirizes a number of social issues, including the reluctance of people to reject outdated traditions, ideas, rules, laws, and practices. What kinds of traditions, practices, laws, etc. might "The Lottery" represent?

