SAM THE ATHLETE

A tender story, told with a light touch, from
which the reader could easily infer that the author
believes the seeds of victory are planted with every

defeat and that the path of the heart
is the only path worth following. A tale
suitable for both girls and boys.

THE WEEK BEFORE school began, Sam, heading for a
new school—middle school—and about to begin a whole
new chapter in his life, appeared in his parents’ bedroom
in the middle of the night. He tapped his mother on the
shoulder.

“T can't sleep,” he said.

“What's the matter, sweetie?” asked Morley, who couldn’t
sleep herself and knew perfectly well what was the matter.
“I need new sneakers,” said Sam, “for school.”

Trying to decipher the fuddle between what a boy wants
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72 DOUBLE LIVES

head to see Ais team cheering his save. That moment
and the moment just after, when all the girls on his team,
the girls from the far end of the field and the gitls from
the bench, were running towards him, whooping and
screaming with delight.

When the girls got to Sam, they jumped around him,
hugging him and slapping him on the back. And while
they were hugging him and slapping him, Sam looked
towards the sidelines and saw Mark Portnoy standing
there. Mark, the big bruiser, who had teased him relent-
lessly over the years and caused him so much pain, looked
stunned, as if suddenly the world didn’t make sense. Sam
will remember that too: how Mark Portnoy stared at him
with an open-mouthed look of disbelief and—as the girls
hugged Sam—envy.

Sam had been worried about middle school. And he will
be worried about high school when he gets there, too. But
standing on the field on that warm spring afternoon,
surrounded by his cheering teammates and watching
Mark watch him, it was beginning to dawn on Sam that
his future might be brighter than he had thought. Sam
had always had trouble figuring out the rules, but maybe,
just maybe, he wouldn’t have to. Maybe, if he kept
hanging in, the rules would change to suit him, and
maybe, if he were lucky, the game would change too.




