Jane Rule

HOUSE

Sooner or later people settle down and buy a house. At least that’s whar
Harry thinks would be best for his wife, Anna, and the kids. Little does he
know how wrong he is.

I U's a case of retarded development,” Harry shouted. “You’re
L thirty years old.” ,

Anna, kneeling on the floor by a half reupholstered couch, looked
up at him and smiled through a mouthful of tacks. Then she went
back to her hammering, letting it punctuate or machine gun down
his complaints, depending on their accuracy.

“Other women want to buy houses. Other women wanz their
kids to have a yard to play in. They like to reupholster their own
furniture. They don’t have to be dragged, screaming and kicking,
into middle class and middle age. They take pleasure in it.”

Anna’s answer was fortunately both short and incomprehensible
though it was not difficult for Harry to imagine what of his army
vocabulary she was returning to him. Other women not only didn’t
say that sort of thing; they didn’t let their husbands get away with it
either. But lecturing her about that would be side-tracking the
argument. The first step toward civilization had to be taken before
the subtleties could be considered.

“Wouldn’t you just look?” he asked, trying to sound more rea-
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