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Pathways to a Theme
When you have read your chosen story, respond to the following questions:

1. What is happening in the story? Answer in point form or full sentences.
Marisol is a young artist who loves to draw and paint. She thinks everyone can be an artist and

loves to inspire people to become one as well. Their class is asked to paint a mural and she

decides to paint the sky but then realizes there is no blue. She goes home thinking about it

that night. At school the next day she uses her creativity to paint the sky in her own way.

2. Identify and describe the conflict in the story.
Marisol doesn't have blue paint which she needs to paint the sky for the class mural. She cannot

create blue so she goes home trying to come up with a way to paint the sky. She watches

the sun set and the sky change colors and goes to bed to a dream where she floats around

in the sky full of vibrant colors. She goes to school and uses her imagination to create a new sky

for the mural. This sky is vibrant and consists of many colors. Marisol found a creative way to

create a new sky to make the mural original and beautiful.

3. Brainstorm words or phrases that connect to the class discussion on the human condition.
Marisols painting led to her happiness

She doesnt have the material she needed so she thought of a new way to finish her task

She changed her expectations and used creativity to meet the task

Marisol uses her paintings to express herself.

She wants to inspire everyone to be themselves
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4. What are 2-3 the theme or big idea of the story? Create a theme statement.

-You can create a theme statement by using the formula topic+treatment (+/-) = result. Eg. In
Macbeth, one could say that “ambition + too much = destruction”. Therefore the theme statement would
be “Too much ambition can lead to destruction”

-A theme statement has no absolutes, no cliches and no conversational language. Eg. ‘I think its
to never judge a book by its cover”’is NOT a good theme statement.

Topic Creativity + reatment+) d€termined  _ o, good results

Theme Statement
When you are determined and use your creativity you benefit with

good results
Topic P@SsIoN

creativity successful ideas

+ treatment(+/-) = result

Theme Statement
When you use your passion and creatvity you end up with successful ideas

Topic paSS|On +treatment(+/—) IOtS = result happlness

Theme Statement
When you have lots of passion for something you will succeed with

happiness.

5. Change the theme statements into a deep questions. Eg. What can be the result of too much

ambition? OR Can too much ambition lead to destruction?
Can to many challenges lead to giving up?

What can come from to many challenges?

Being very passionate about something can bring you where?

can being passionate about something make you successful?

If your determined but not very talented can it still lead to success?
if your determined enough can it lead to great success?
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