Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question
After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class
Title  Tell Tale Heart    Your name: Hanna Hosseinzadeh
	Which Essential Question(s) is addressed in this piece of literature? 
	Content: 
a) What happens in the text/movie/Talk?
b) What is the main message/theme?
	Understanding:
How does the text answer the EQ? 
Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page numbers/lines if needed. 

	
1. When you want something, do you wait for it or do you go out and get it?
2. After making a mistake, is the guilt that comes afterworth worse then the actual fault? Will it eventually drive you insane? 
























	
a) In the short story, Tell Tale Heart, the protagonist, “the narrator” is essentially bothered by an innocent old man’s eye, he explaines that the Old Man is a good guy but his “Evil Eye” furiates him. The narrator walks into the Old Man’s room everynight for seven whole nights before finally deciding to kill him. He cuts up his body parts and according to him, hides them perfectly around his house. The next day, three officers show up at the house and ask to investigate, the protagonist plays it cool at first and then slowly he starts losing his mind and goes crazy, admitting that he killed the Old Man. 
b) My viewpoint on the main message/theme is that sometimes when someone does something wrong, and makes a mistake, the regret and guilt inside drives you crazy to the point where you can’t live with yourself anymore.  
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]The text answers the Essential Question in many ways, it ties in perfectly with the storyline. The first question, “When you want something, do you wait for it or do you go out and get it?” would go back to the middle of the story when the protagonist kills the man, the Old Man’s “Evil Eye” has been bothering the narrator for the longest time and he’s been wanting to do something about it. Even though he made a mistake, he didn’t wait, he went out and did something, he killed the man because of his anti fetish towards the eye. My second essential question also ties in to the story line perfectly, I think. “After making a mistake, is the guilt that comes afterworth worse than the actual fault? Will it eventually drive you insane?” At first, after the protagonist killed the Old Man, he felt somewhat proud of his actions, relieved that he had killed him and got rid of the eye but once the officers came to the house, started interviewing him and starting conversations, that’s when the narrator started to panick, he was losing his mind and trying his best to keep it all inside, but eventually he can’t take it anymore and he can’t live with it anymore so he admits to his faults. As said in the end of the story, page 61, “They heard! – they suspected! – they knew! – they were making mockery of my horror! – this I thought, and this I think.” “ Villians! I shrieked, “dissemble no more! I admit the deed!! – tear up the planks! Here, here! – it is the beating of his hideous heart!!” 



