Guided Inquiry -Literature Circles-

Building Context

- English 11

Name :

For this assignment, you will be researching the time period in which your novel takes place, the time
period in which it was written, and the big issues/topics of your novel to determine what is most important
to understanding the context of your story. You will research who was involved in these issues, why they
were issues, examples of how they played out in the world, and the history of them. You will also need to
consider how these issues fit into the world and context of your novel. After you have compiled all of this
information, you will need to create an infographic to display the information you have gathered and show
how it relates to your story. If your novel has more than one big issue, you should choose just one and
communicate it to your group members in case someone else would like to take on the other issue.
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How to Make InfoGraphics:

There are a number of websites and platforms on which to make infographics and you have likely already
used these in the past. They include Canva, Piktochart, Venngage, LucidPress, Adobe, etc. The first three
are free and user-friendly. The second two are better for people who have already used them.

Most infographic makers are drag-and-drop and very customizable. We'll go over making an infographic in
class, but there are some design-based concepts to remember:

Keep it simple
Don't go overboard with fancy fonts and graphics. Infographics, while cool to look at, focus
on the information and presenting it in an appealing and easy-to-read-and-remember way. We don't want
to overwhelm our views with too many graphic elements

Keep it consistent
Choose two (mayyyyybe 3) fonts and stick to those throughout your infographic. The same
goes for colours. Choose just a few and use those throughout. This is how you get professional and polished
infographics

Keep it short
Don't write paragraphs. Bullet points and statistics are a great way to share information. It's
best to have short facts and pieces of info throughout.

Polish till it shines!
Infographics are visual. That means that we judge them based on the way they present
information just as much as the information itself. So when we see a spelling error or weird formatting, it
makes it hard for us to read past that. Spend some serious time cleaning and polishing your project.

Find balance :

. Infographics that are too long are tedious and infographics that are too short are

disappointing. It's up to you to find the middle ground. Figure out how long it should be based on the info
you have to share.

Reflect the topic
If the context you are studying is heavy and sad, maybe choose a design that reflects that.
Bright pink and bubble fonts might not fit that topic well.

Put it somewhere cool
You're going to upload your infographic to your blog for us to view it. This way you have an
artifact from your novel to look at later.



Examples of Infographics:
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“The Power of Visual Communication”
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To Keep Your Chin Up
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By: Morgan Mitehell ~=«sovvecaaiaaiaans, Mo wunme s aE N a v e n T

The Holocaust

The word "Holocaust” comes from an Ancient Greek
word and means "Burnt offering”.

The Holocaust took place during
World War 2 in 1941.

Who did the Holocaust affect?

European Jews were by the Hol

gince the Nazis believed that the Germans were
more "superior” than any other race, and wanted to
qet rid of other "inferior” races,

What was the Holocaust?

The Holocaust was a mass genocide during thi Word War
2. The Nazis murdered nearly 6 million European Jews.
The Nazis put aver 7 million Jews into concentration
camps where they were in awful conditions with little to
o food, and lots were killed for no reason.

Where did the Holocaust take

place?

The Hol took place in y and then later
expanded into all areas of Nazi-occupied Europe
during World War 2,

Why did the Holocaust
B, W) take place?
& The Holocaust took place b the Nazis believed that the
Germans belenged ta a race that was superior Lo ali others. They
claimed that the Jews belonged ta a race that was “inferior® and a
threat to the so called German racial community.
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