
The Indian Act



What you’ll hear 
in this episode:

● How early agreements 
between European 
settlers and First 
Nations Peoples led to 
treaties

● How the Indian Act 
came to be 

● How the Indian Act 
impacts First Nations 
people, especially 
women.



Essential Questions:

How did the Indian Act come to be? 

What is the human cost of this policy for 
First Nations People, particularly women?



Learning Goals:

1. Explore the historical 
relationship between 
European settlers and 
Indigenous Peoples.

2. Examine the causes and 
consequences of the 
treaty-making process.

3. Recognize the impacts of 
the Indian Act on First 
Nations peoples, 
particularly women. 

We are learning to...



Minds On: Have you heard of the 
Indian Act? Does it 

affect your daily life?

How do laws or 
policies affect your 

daily life?

How do rules 
impact your 

daily life?



To listen to the episode, click below:

Listen: The Indian Act

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c4VuXUFOg5LBnDFxYndWpaHcynFOhT86/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c4VuXUFOg5LBnDFxYndWpaHcynFOhT86/view?usp=sharing


Indigenous Performing Arts Alliance

“I am going to use the word 
‘Indian’ a lot in today’s episode 
because it is unavoidable. It is 
deeply entrenched in law and 
policy in this country so while I 
wouldn’t use it publicly 
otherwise, today I will be saying 
it a lot. The point is just because 
the government uses outdated 
racist terminology doesn’t mean 
you should.”

Falen Johnson, 
co-host of The Secret Life of Canada

Haudenosaunee from Six Nations

http://www.ipaa.ca/membership


Indigenous
➔ A collective noun for First Nations, 

Inuit, and Métis; growing in 
popularity in Canada. 

Aboriginal

➔ The collective noun used in the 
Constitution Act 1982 and includes 
the Indian (or First Nations), Inuit and 
Métis Peoples

Native
➔ A collective term referring to Indians, 

Métis, and Inuit; has largely been 

replaced by the term ‘Indigenous’

“What's in a name: Indian, Native, Aboriginal or Indigenous?”

Indian
➔ “Indian” is the legal identity of an 

Indigenous person who is registered 
under the Indian Act.

Adapted from Indigenous Corporate Training Inc.

https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/indigenous-peoples-terminology-guidelines-for-usage


Read the
CBC article 

“What’s in a Name?”

Want to 
learn more?

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/what-s-in-a-name-indian-native-aboriginal-or-indigenous-1.2784518
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/what-s-in-a-name-indian-native-aboriginal-or-indigenous-1.2784518
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/what-s-in-a-name-indian-native-aboriginal-or-indigenous-1.2784518


June 21 is National Indigenous Peoples Day

Government of Canada

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1466616436543/1534874922512


Check out this 
movie trailer for 
The Indian in the 

Cupboard.

Want to 
learn more?

Sony Pictures Home Entertainment

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoIBXVm_B9Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yoIBXVm_B9Y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V4xrNQ8gB-KkrnGTWiKkodZ_CM5qNsW0dHymjEf_CXQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vatb5QE5BNDGrXYZ5im4XfmuS_y9dGI3/view?usp=sharing


“How to Talk About 
Indigenous People”

Want to 
learn more?

with Ossie Michelin.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XEzjA5RoLv0


Check out Reel Injun
Want to 

learn more?

by the National Film Board.

https://www.nfb.ca/film/reel_injun/


CBC

“I have to say, as an 
Indigenous person, the 
Indian Act has always 
been a bit of a mystery to 
me. I know it impacts me, I 
know how in some ways, 
but I know there is a lot I 
don’t understand. And I 
figured there must be 
other people who feel the 
same way.”               

~ Falen Johnson

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/secretlifeofcanada/what-do-you-really-know-about-the-indian-act-1.5188255


What is the Indian Act?
It is Canadian federal law that 
governs all matters regarding to:

➔ Indian status

➔ bands

➔ Indian reserves

It passed as law in 1876 and still 
remains as Canadian law today.

The Canadian Encyclopedia

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zBsljlnJ76u0ghzWvpD3eRTPpE1qe0tg/view?usp=sharing
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/indian-act


Read the Indian 
Act for yourself Want to 

learn more?

From Indigenous and 
Northern Affairs 

Canada. 

https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100010252/1100100010254


Trace the timeline of 
the Indian ActWant to 

learn more?

From the Native Women’s 
Association of Canada.

https://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/The-Indian-Act-Said-WHAT-pdf-1.pdf


The Seven Years War: 
1755-63

Britain and 
France fought for 
control of North 
America and 
several other 
continents in this 
global conflict.

War Museum of Canada

https://www.warmuseum.ca/


Government of Canada

The French fought with 
the help of Indigenous 
allies to defeat the 
English.

However, the British 
were able to take 
Quebec City in 1759 
and Montreal in 1760.

https://www.canada.ca/en.html


The Treaty of Paris

France formally conceded defeat 
to the British in 1763.

The French believed that Canada 
would not be as commercially 
viable as the sugar islands of the 
West Indies.

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/thisday/feb10/seven-years-war-ends/


1755-1880

Indian 
Department

1880-1966

Indian 
Affairs

2017-present1966-2017

Department 
of Indian and 
Northern 
Affairs

Crown-Indigenous 
Relations and 
Northern Affairs 

&

Indigenous 
Services Canada

Timeline of Canadian Governmental Agencies 
overseeing Indigenous Relations



Totally History

And whereas it is just and reasonable, and 
essential to our Interest, and the Security of 
our Colonies, that the several Nations or Tribes 
of Indians with whom we are connected, and 
who live under our Protection, should not be 
molested or disturbed in the Possession of such 
Parts of Our Dominions and Territories as, not 
having been ceded to or purchased by Us, are 
reserved to them, or any of them, as their 
Hunting Grounds.

In 1763, King George III 
issued The Royal 

Proclamation.

That’s quite a mouthful, 
King George!

http://totallyhistory.com/king-george-iii-the-american-revolution/


The Royal Proclamation (1763)
King George III legally verified the original occupancy, 
ownership, and hunting rights of First Nations Peoples. 

This laid the groundwork for future treaties between the British 
Crown and Indigenous peoples.

Government of Canada

https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1379594359150/1379594420080


https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-ACH/STAGING/texte-text/nahm_250_pt_1379596017260_eng.pdf
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/DAM/DAM-INTER-HQ-ACH/STAGING/texte-text/nahm_250_pt_1379596017260_eng.pdf


Treaties are legally 
binding agreements 
outlining the rights, 
responsibilities, and 
relationships of First 
Nations and the federal 
and provincial 
governments. 

What are Treaties?

This original photograph shows the negotiation of 
Treaty 3, near Kenora, Ontario.  (canadashistory.ca)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mD-k5ryYFHzO5rBSgT3bBoj_k2LgxZ3B/view?usp=sharing
https://www.canadashistory.ca/explore/settlement-immigration/the-numbered-treaties


Treaties often include:
❖ payments of goods and cash

❖ cession of First Nations’ title to 
certain lands

❖ creation of reserves

❖ protection of fishing, hunting 
and harvesting rights

❖ promises of schools, clothing 
and farming equipment and 
supplies Medals, such as this 1873 example from Treaty 3 in Manitoba, 

were given to Indigenous signatories (opentextBC)

https://opentextbc.ca/postconfederation/chapter/11-6-living-with-treaties/


Assembly of First Nations

The Treaty of Fort Niagara (1764)

❖ Signed on August 1, 1764, the Treaty of Fort Niagara 
reaffirmed the Covenant Chain allegiance between First 
Nations and the British Crown.

❖ The goal of this treaty was to support military and 
commercial relationships between the parties.

https://www.afn.ca/


Many First Nations 
sustained this alliance by 
pledging support to Britain 
in the War of 1812. 

This treaty also granted the 
British access to land 
around Niagara River so 
they could travel between 
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.

The Treaty of Fort Niagara

The Battle of Queenston Heights

Chiefs of Ontario

Library and Archives Canada, Acc. No. 1954-163-1

http://www.abpages.ca/node/920
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1338906261900/1338906300039


Watch
“The Wampum Belt:  A 

Nation to Nation 
Relationship”

Want to 
learn more?

with Maurice Switzer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-KNHsKjpUI


IRSHDC

The Bagot Commission (1842-1844)

➔ Conducted by Governor-General of the Province of 
Canada, Sir Robert Bagot;

➔ Proposed the separation of children from their 
parents as the most expedient way to achieve 
assimilation;

➔ Reinforced by Egerton Ryerson, in his Report on 
Native Education (1847), recommending that 
education for First Nations children focus on 
religious instruction and agricultural training.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjI4LHlnoHkAhVixFkKHUBhCQYQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fcollections.irshdc.ubc.ca%252Findex.php%252FDetail%252Foccurrences%252F112%26psig%3DAOvVaw014iaXh_qVq7dclaiFsPug%26ust%3D1565833538368903&psig=AOvVaw014iaXh_qVq7dclaiFsPug&ust=1565833538368903


Living as a 
white man 
for over a 

year?

Of good 
moral 

character?

Speak 
English or 

parlez vous 
français?

21 years 
or older?

Debt free?
The 
Gradual 
Civilization 
Act (1857)

If an Indigenous 
man could 
answer YES to 
all these 
questions:

he would be considered civilized and granted land and the right to vote.



How’s this for a true crime podcast?
C O N F E D E R A T I O N

Active History

Investigating the Fathers of Confederation, hosted by Louis Riel.

My hands 
are clean, 

I swear!

http://activehistory.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/CW-Spring2016-14-Martin-Harris-painting-web.jpg


Gradual Enfranchisement Act of 1869

➔ established elective band councils with restricted 
governing powers

➔ determined who would be eligible for band and treaty 
benefits

➔ allowed for gender-based restrictions to status

➔ regulated alcohol consumption 



Imposed government control over all 
aspects of First Nations Peoples, including:

➔ Band councils
➔ Reserves 
➔ Status and membership 

Primary purpose: 

➔ to control and assimilate First Nations 
People into Canadian society.

The Indian Act (1876)

Canadian Encyclopedia

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/indian-act


In 1951, the Indian Act 
was amended, giving 
provinces jurisdiction 
over Indigenous child 
welfare.

CBC’s Connie Walker 
explains how this led 
to what is known as 
the Sixties Scoop.

How did the Indian Act affect families?

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1wQ0wL-BX__Ga55smYogwHr3iDqJK8Z9h/view


Listen to CBC’s 
Finding CleoWant to 

learn more?

with Connie 
Walker.

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/findingcleo/click-here-to-listen-to-missing-murdered-finding-cleo-1.4557887


CBC

Kanehitto Horn,
host of podcast, 
Coffee with my Ma

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/on-the-mic-indigenous-podcasters-taking-space-and-sharing-stories-1.4841296/i-want-to-celebrate-elders-kaniehtiio-horn-on-her-podcast-coffee-with-my-ma-1.4841876


CBC

https://www.cbc.ca/books/21-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-indian-act-1.4635204


The Indian Act 
prohibited Indigenous 
Peoples from hiring 
legal counsel.

(1927 -1951)



The Indian Act 
prevented 
First Nations 
Peoples from 
entering a 
pool hall from 
1927 onwards.

AZ Billiards

https://forums.azbilliards.com/showthread.php?t=491787


From 1927-1951, 
the Indian Act 
forbade First 
Nations Peoples 
from forming 
political 
organizations.



The Indian Act allowed 
the government to 
lease reserve lands to 
non-Indigenous people 
from 1918-1985.



The Indian Act 
installed an Indian 
Agent on reserves to 
implement 
government policy, 
such as ensuring 
children attended 
Residential School.

CBC

https://www.cbc.ca/


SA HistoryCBC

Did you know?
Elements of South Africa’s Apartheid were modelled 
after Canada’s assimilation policies, including Indian 
Status, the reserve system, and the Pass System 
(shown below). 

CANADA SOUTH AFRICA

https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/pass-laws-south-africa-1800-1994
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/dark-history-canada-s-pass-system-1.3454022


The Indian Act
declared 
ceremonies 
like the 
Potlatch and 
Sundance 
illegal until 
1951.

CBC

https://www.cbc.ca/


The Indian Act
allowed Indian 

Agents to rename 
First Nations Peoples 

with European 
names.

The Canadian Encyclopedia

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7z6PztpvkAhVFS6wKHbn3DiIQMwhZKAAwAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca%2Fen%2Farticle%2Findian-agents-in-canada&psig=AOvVaw23OLLh7hHBF7HIjvsb-EBF&ust=1566733408588402&ictx=3&uact=3


How did the 
Indian Act deny 
women status?

CBC

https://www.cbc.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1clAZ8c98AMU_KBjs3MTWmHXFzwvJljZn/view?usp=sharing


Read “Got Status? 
Indian Status in Canada, 

sort of explained”

Want to 
learn more?

By Chelsea Vowel.

https://apihtawikosisan.com/2011/12/got-status-indian-status-in-canada-sort-of-explained/


Check out this 
infographic on 

Want to 
learn more?

from the Native 
Women’s Association 

of Canada.

https://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Indian-Status-in-Canada-FINAL.pdf


Teresa Vander 
Meer-Chassé

Chasse

“I was taught to be a First 
Nations person . . . It didn’t 
matter if I was status or non-
status. 

My grandma had always said, 
“You’re an Indian.” 

You know she’d be like, 
“Teresa, are you an Indian?” 

And I’d say, “Yeah, yeah I am!”
Member of White River First Nation of Beaver Creek, 

Yukon and Alaska

Full Circle

https://fullcircle.ca/festival/artists/teresa-vander-meer-chasse/


Status Indians 
are those 

registered under 
the Indian Act.

Non-Status Indians 
are not registered 
under the Indian 
Act or have lost 

status under 
provisions of the 

Indian Act.

Treaty Indians 
are those whose 
ancestors signed 
a treaty with the 
Crown and as a 

result are entitled 
to treaty benefits.

https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/10-treaty-facts


Elvin Watson

What is a white paper?

In the Canadian legislature, a 
policy paper is called a white 
paper. 

The 1969 white paper proposing 
the abolition of the Indian Act 
was formally called the 
Statement of the Government of 
Canada on Indian Policy.

https://slideplayer.com/slide/10010411/


Tune into TVO’s 
The AgendaWant to 

learn more?

featuring Bob Joseph.

https://www.tvo.org/video/the-indian-act-explained
https://www.tvo.org/video/the-indian-act-explained


How does the 
Indian Act 
continue to 
impact the lives 
of First Nations 
Peoples and 
their 
relationship 
with the 
Canadian 
government?

Early Indigenous-settler 
relationships

Consolidation

Causes and consequences of treaties

The ongoing implications of the Indian Act

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZgFdcUIIS0CaNvcqKUiDvv6BTpSiaLLO/view?usp=sharing


See you next 
time for more 
Secret Life of 
Canada!

Follow us on 
@secretlifeofCAD
@cbcpodcasts
@FalenJohnson
@leahsimonebowen
#CBCPodEdu  


