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The Red River Colony 

Read pp. 143-146 then complete the following summary.  A word bank is listed to help you. 

Up until the early 1800s, the only people to populate the Northwest included First Nations, 

_________, and employees from the HBC and NWC.  However, in 1812, Thomas 

Douglas, also known as ________________, created a settlement for tenant 

farmers from _______________ who had been pushed off their land due to 

_________________.  This settlement would dramatically alter the history of the 

First Nations, Metis, and fur trading companies in the area. 

Selkirk chose land in the _____________ Valley for his settlement 

because the soil was very __________for farming.  The food grown in the 

Red River Colony would not only be beneficial to the farmers, but also the 

______ since it was very expensive to ship food to BNA.  Selkirk convinced 

the HBC to give him 300,000 km2 of land in the Red River Valley:  since the 

HBC had a monopoly in _______________________, they believed they 

could do whatever they wanted with the land.  

36 Scottish and Irish labourers, under the command of 

__________________________, were sent over early to establish the site for the 

main colonists who would arrive in 1812.  They were delayed and never arrived in 

time to prepare the site.  Within a few months, 120 men, women and children 

arrived to find they had no settlement to live in.  That winter, both groups had to 

take shelter at _________________________, a NWC post. 

In the spring of 1813, Macdonell and the Scottish settlers began clearing the land and planting 

crops in the Red River Valley.  There was a large amount of work to do and the settlers were not 

used to the climate; they were devastated when all their hard work produced no food.  Facing 

________________, they headed back to Fort Pembina for another winter.   

In 1814, the original settlers were joined by another 83 Scottish colonists who had ventured 

throughout the winter to get to Red River.  This time they were much more successful with growing 

food, however Macdonell was afraid they wouldn’t have enough food to survive the winter.  So he 



issued the _______________________________________:  pemmican 

could not be sold or exported out of Red River – it was to remain in the 

region so there would be a guaranteed food supply for the Red River 

colonists.  The Metis had been trading pemmican with the _______ for 

years; now, they would no longer be able to trade and this would affect 

their ability to get the supplies they needed to survive.  Macdonell also 

forced NWC employees to vacate their posts. 

 

 Under the command of Chief Trader ___________________________, the Metis and NWC 

employees retaliated.  They harassed the colonists and convinced people to leave.  Macdonell was 

arrested and the remaining Red River colonists fled the settlement.  At the end of the summer, the 

colonists returned to the area led by ___________________________, an HBC trader.  Robertson 

made __________ with the Metis and NWC. 

 

 In the fall of 1815, ____________________ was brought over to govern the Red River Colony.  

Semple attacked the NWC _________________.   

The Metis saw this as a declaration of war.  In 

May 1816, a group of Metis, led by Cuthbert 

Grant, raided HBC boats and seized a supply of 

pemmican.  Grant also led a party of armed 

Metis to the settlement.  In the ______________ 

________________, the Metis killed Semple and 

20 Red River colonists.  The colony was 

destroyed.  Upon word of this news, Lord Selkirk 

returned to the Red River colony with 95 ____________________ and took back control of the 

colony.  Selkirk made ______________ with local Ojibway and Cree First Nations and believed he 

had brought peace to the settlement. 

 

WORD BANK 
 
alliances    Fort Pembina   Pemmican Proclamation 
Battle of Seven Oaks  HBC     Red River 
Colin Robertson   Lord Selkirk    Robert Semple 
Duncan Cameron   Metis     Rupert’s Land 
enclosure    Miles Macdonell   Scotland 
fertile     NWC     starvation 
Fort Gibraltar    peace     Swiss soldiers 
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