	 
	Exceeds Expectations
	Fully Meets Expectations
	Minimally Meets

Expectations
	Not Yet Meeting Expectations

	Content / Knowledge
	Uses specific evidence & relevant examples to develop effective argument

Demonstrates expert understanding of both sides of the topic/issue
	Uses specific evidence & relevant examples to develop argument

Demonstrates understanding of both sides of the topic/issue
	Lacks evidence  and examples that defend an argument

Shows minimal understanding / familiarity with topic/ issue
	Little or no evidence is presented

Shows little/no understanding of the topic/issue

	Critical Thinking
	Effectively challenges faulty logic in opponent’s arguments

Articulates, defends, and clarifies own arguments effectively & persuasively
	Challenges faulty logic in opponent’s arguments

Articulates, defends, and clarifies own arguments somewhat persuasively
	Insufficiently challenges faulty logic in opponent’s argument

Presents information that would support an argument
	Does not challenge opponent’s argument

Does not present or defend an argument

	Conduct
	Shows sensitivity and/or respect for others and for diverse opinions

Follows the specific guidelines and procedures perfectly at all times
	Generally shows sensitivity and/or respect for others and for diverse opinions

Follows the specific guidelines and procedures at all times
	Shows little sensitivity and/or respect for others and for diverse opinions

Does not consistently follow guidelines and procedures
	Shows no sensitivity and/or respect for others and for diverse opinions

Does not follow guidelines and procedures
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