
The Final 2 Years of the 
Great War



1917 – a turning point



Turning point #1
Revolutions in Russia forced Czar Nicholas to abdicate

Russia signs a peace agreement with Central Powers, 
known as the Treaty of Brest Litovsk

took away a third of Russia's population

Lost half of her industry

Lost nine-tenths of her coal mines

A follow-up treaty, signed in Berlin on August1918, 
required Russia to pay six billion marks in war reparations 
to Germany.



Turning point #2
April 1917:  the United States declares war on 
Germany and joins the Allies

America was still angry with the sinking of the Lusitania

America learned Germany would support Mexico if they 
attacked America

America learned that 2 months earlier Germany declared its 
u-boats would attack any ship found in British waters



Central Powers push for victory
With Russia out of the war, the Central Powers can 
place all efforts on the Western Front and deal the 
Allies a decisive blow before American troops reach 
the Western Front

March 1918:  Germany begins an offensive attack on 
weak positions along the Western Front (many of 
these were locations that had already seen battle 
previously in the war resulting in many lives lost)

Summer 1918:  Central Powers were only 75 km 
outside of Paris



Hundred Days Campaign

Arrival of American troops bolstered the Allies

August 1918:  Allies launched a series of campaigns 
known as the Hundred Days Campaign

Canadian troops were among the most successful 
in their battles!

Canadian troops, under General Currie, broke 
German lines and won key battles at Arras, 
Cambrai, and Valenciennes



Armistice

The Allied push exhausted the resources of the 
Central Powers

November 1918:  German Kaiser abdicated and 
Austria Hungary agreed to a ceasefire

Armistice (agreement to end the war) was signed in a 
railway car in France on November 11, 1918

The war was scheduled to end at 11am on the 11th

day of the 11th month



Paris Peace Conference
Meeting amongst Allied nations to 
discuss the terms of peace (Russia 
was not invited)

Each of the central powers signed 
separate treaties

Canada was given its own 
independent seat at the conference!

We gained international 
recognition

Britain acknowledged our 
contributions and sacrifices

Key event in developing our 
autonomy (independence)



Fourteen Points

American President Woodrow 
Wilson created a document called 
the Fourteen Points, outlining 
steps toward “just and lasting 
peace”

His document focussed on 
forgiveness and future 
international co-operation

Not all the Allies liked this; some 
wanted to make the Central 
Powers pay



Treaty of Versailles
Outlined terms of peace between Germany and the Allies

Loss of German territory to France and Poland

Demilitarization of the Rhineland (area that borders France, 
Belgium, and Netherlands)

Demilitarization of armed forces
Army restricted to 100,00 men

Surrender navy and u-boats

Forbidden to have an air force

Austria and Germany cannot unite

War reparations totalling $30 billion

Article 231 – War Guilt Clause – Germany had to take full and 
sole responsibility for causing the Great War



League of Nations
International co-operation to guarantee peace, settle disputes, 
and punish aggressors

Principle of collective security:  if one member is attacked, all 
members unite against the aggressor

Canada was one of the founding members – another step 
towards autonomy

Initially, the US, Germany and Russia did not join!

Many questioned the powers of the League to do anything
Punishment in the form of economic sanctions (restrict trade)

Cannot use military force against aggressors



Will there be true and lasting 
peace?

Harsh terms humiliated Germany and destroyed its 
economy so it couldn’t make war reparations

Allow Hitler to rise to power

New countries and borders were created in the Balkans

Different ethnic and cultural groups were displaced

Many different ethnicities within one country

Nationalist feelings were only strengthened





The human cost of war
Over 4 years the Western Front 
moved no more than 10 miles 
each way

645, 658 Canadians served

68, 166 Canadian soldiers lost 
their lives

Over 9 million soldiers in total 
made the ultimate sacrifice; over 
21 million injured

Over 6 million civilian deaths



“For what?”



“We shall have to fight another 
war all over again in 25 years at 
three times the cost

~ David Lloyd George, British Prime Minister



Canada after the war
“White” veterans received few 
supports from the government 
to resume life as a civilian

Minority soldiers lost the right 
to vote and were not provided
the same opportunities as 
“white” veterans

Spanish Flu swept around the 
world killing 21 million

Soldiers brought it home

50,000 Canadians died

Aboriginal population 
decimated
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