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Our position on the matter: 
Both group members believe our media 
has become a tool, for good and bad. 
We also see that news has spread 
beyond traditional media into new 
avenues like social media. There are 
many useless sources of information all 
around us whose only goal is to 
manipulate. It is important to be aware 
of this fact to be able to take the next 
step in improving one’s media literacy.



HOW DOES THE MEDIA MANIPULATE?





HOAXAre the sources legitim
ate?

Is this out of the blue?

Does the story seem professional? 

Is everybody reporting on this? 





GUILT TRIPWho is really at fault here?

Do we know the full story? 

Are the sources legitim
ate?

Is it just a play on emotions? No solutions 

offered 





CLICKBAITEye catching Flashy images? Is it a reputable reporter? 

Shocking and Vague headlines? 





FAVORITISMWhy should we believe them?

Are they giving people the wrong ideas? 

What are their in
tentions with this post?

Are people being misled?



COMMENT SECTION 



BOTS

Follows a lot but comments very little?

Young account that follows a lot?

Are the same comments being repeated? 

Are these real accounts, any posts or 

followers? 



SUPERIOR BEVY PICKUP
Vord products explode!

99% RELIABILITY!

For over 50 years, Bevy has offered the 
superior line of products for its customers. 

Those gas guzzlers from Vord are no match. Go 
ahead and get a Vord if you want a 
DANGEROUS and inferior flatbed. 



HALF-TRUTH
Full Picture? Maybe Nitpicky? 

Are th
e so

urce
s le

gitim
ate? Does t

he write
r ta

ke
 

resp
onsib

ility
 fo

r th
e st

atements 
made? 

Does it h
ave mischievous intent, perhaps 

slander? 

Are statistics misleading? 





CONTROVERSY
Who does this narrative benefit? 

Is this to inform or to cause conflict?

Is this a subject that blows over quickly?



Those were the most 
important examples...



Now what to do?

● Stick to reputable sources (such as government run ones)
● Look at multiple takes of the same story (full picture) 
● Be skeptical of big claims - ask questions
● What’s the message?

For more information, visit the Center for Media Literacy
https://www.medialit.org/

https://www.medialit.org/about-cml

