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Literary Luminary: Your job is to locate a few special sections or quotations in the text
for your group to talk over. The idea is to help people go back to some especially
interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the reading and think
about them more carefully. Also look for literary devices and make connections to the
six elements of fiction. As you decide which passages or paragraphs are worth going
back to, make a note why you picked each one and consider some plans for how they
should be shared. You can read passages aloud yourself, ask someone else to read them,
or have people read them silently and then discuss. Remember, the purpose is to suggest

material for discussion.

Page # and Paragraph

Reason for Picking

Plan for Discussion

Pg 202-203

"You still want to help me find
papa?"... "Of course... | wouldn't
let you down."

Pg 210
"Ssh," said Shmuel..."Don't say
anything or they get angry."

Pg 213

"You're my best friend,
Shmuel... My best friend for
life."

... Bruno found that he was still
holding Shmuel's hand in his
own and nothing in the world
would have persuaded him to
let it go.

Bruno says this because he
doesn't know what lies beyond
the fence and Shmuel. Once
they get into the camp, Bruno
decides he doesn't want to be
there anymore and almost lets
him friend down.

Had Shmuel not said this, Bruno
might have been able to escape
or tell the soldiers that he is the
commandants father, especially
since Shmuel says that he hasn't
seen anyone return from a
march.

It's really cute and it kind of
foreshadows that they won't be
getting out of there. It's also cute
and it shows how much Bruno
appreciates and loves Shmuel. It
also how scared he is because
he tries his best to put on a
brave face throughout the book
but holds Shmuel's hand in this
case.

Later, Bruno says that he
thinks he should head home
and leave without looking for
Shmuel's dad. Why did he
change his mind? Why did he
consider leaving and possibly
let his friend down?

What do you think would have
happened if Bruno had said
something? What would the
outcome be? Would he be
punished? Would Shmuel get
punished instead?

What did you guys think of this
part? Did you expect the book
to end like this? Under
different circumstances, do
you think the two would have
been friends still? Why or why
not?
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"You still want to help me find papa?"... "Of course... I wouldn't let you down."




Pg 210
"Ssh," said Shmuel..."Don't say anything or they get angry."





Pg 213
"You're my best friend, Shmuel... My best friend for life."
… Bruno found that he was still holding Shmuel's hand in his own and nothing in the world would have persuaded him to let it go. 
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Had Shmuel not said this, Bruno might have been able to escape or tell the soldiers that he is the commandants father, especially since Shmuel says that he hasn't seen anyone return from a march.           

It's really cute and it kind of foreshadows that they won't be getting out of there. It's also cute and it shows how much Bruno appreciates and loves Shmuel. It also how scared he is because he tries his best to put on a brave face throughout the book but holds Shmuel's hand in this case.              
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What do you think would have happened if Bruno had said something? What would the outcome be? Would he be punished? Would Shmuel get punished instead? 


What did you guys think of this part? Did you expect the book to end like this? Under different circumstances, do you think the two would have been friends still? Why or why not? 



