


The relevance of the title was that the protagonist was named Dave, he did ‘try’ to cook a 
turkey, and it was set near a heavy eating holiday.



*Quick summary of the story*

1. We meet Dave 
and his wife 
Morley 

 2. Morley joins 
the community 
Christmas Club

3. Morley had her 
breakdown and 
her life is in a 
loop

4. Dave tries to 
cook to please his 
wife, his oven 
isn’t working & 
resorts to have a 
hotel cook it

5. The hotel 
cooks the 
abused turkey 
and he takes it 
home  

6. Dave 
smothers gravy 
on the lights 

7. Gravy falling 
on Jim  

8. Dave about 
to explain to 
Morley what 

actually 
happened  



1. We meet Dave and his wife 
Morley  

2. Morley joins the Christmas 
club and starts overworking 
herself 

3. Morley becomes fed up 
with her lifestyle, expressing 
how her life feels like a train 
on loop and how Dave doesn’t 
help. So Dave decides to start 
by put in charge of cooking 
the turkey  

4. Confronts multiple 
struggles like not having a 
turkey, his oven not working 
so he decides to have someone 
else cook it

5. Going to a hotel, seeing 
Jim, asking the hotel to cook 
the turkey, the hotel 
questioning the abused bird, 
Dave waiting for the turkey 
and then checking out 
immediately to  run home to 
set it

6. Dave smothering gravy on 
the lights in order to make the 
cooking look authentic 

7. Morley coming home, 
inviting Jim over, only to have 
the gravy on the lights fall on 
Jim and Dave knowing Jim 
will tell Morley what he saw 
at the hotel 

8. Dave deciding to be honest 
and is about to tell Morley the 
truth 



Dave 
Round & Dynamic
(Determined, Stubborn, Lazy)

Morley
Round 
(Hardworking, Perfectionist) 

Jim
Flat 
(Kind) 

Any Hotel Staff 
Flat 
(Understanding?)  



“
“Did the take the turkey out of the 

freezer?” she asked. 

“Yes of course, said Dave. 

He hadn’t.

“You’re making paper?” said Dave. 

“Decorating Paper,” said Morley… that 
was in July.



“
Of course he hadn’t. But he wasn’t about 

to admit that. He wasn’t about to tell 
Morley that he couldn’t hold up his end of 

the bargain 

“Do you know where the train is going 
Dave?” Morley asked. Yup, He thought. 

Off the tracks. Any moment now. 





Physical- Grocery store, Hotel, 
Dave’s Home 

Emotional- Light-hearted & 
Comedic 



“Morley’s rant about her life symbolized 
her endless working nature to be like a 

train going through the same tracks over 
and over 

Oddly enough, the turkey could symbolize 
Dave’s accomplishment with cooking it. 
Looks like it worked out (being cooked) 
but it took lots of struggles (turkey being 

bruised)





- Humour can be found in lots of situations 
- Cooking turkeys can be challenging 

- Don’t be like Dave, help your wife more often 
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