Naming Covalent Compounds

We use the naming system for . The prefix
naming system tells us how many of each atom is combined in the formula.

Prefix Number of Atoms

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Rules to follow:

1. element is written first.

2. Prefix is placed the element’s name.

3. Ifthere is only 1 of the first element, we do write the mono.

Eg. CO, simply write carbon...

4. Write the name of the second element with the appropriate prefix that shows

are present in that compound.
Eg. CO becomes carbon monoxide

Other examples:

CS2 = carbon disulphide

SOs= Sulphur trioxide

CCls= Carbon tetrachloride
P20s= Diphosphorus pentoxide

Diatoms

All elemental gases form diatomic molecules. Diatomic molecules are composed of only
atoms.

Hydrogen (H2), Nitrogen (Nz2), Oxygen (Oz2), Fluorine (F2), Chlorine (Cl2), Bromine (Br2)
and lodine (I2)

These molecules are found as a single atom, all by itself.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrogen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nitrogen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxygen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fluorine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chlorine
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Check for Understanding

1.

2.

Sulphur dioxide

Carbon monoxide

Barium hexasulphide

Tetrasulphur dinitride

PCls
Sizlg
BrsOs

MnF;




