
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


	Title: Sam the athlete
	Your name: Ximena Turmel
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: Can too much sadness lead to greatness?
	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: a) In the short story, the boy, Sam, overcomes his sadness of being horrible at sports, and tries out for the coed field hockey team as a goalie. Also he's the only boy and he wears the a skirt like the other girls.b) I think the main message is to not let the fear of what other people might think overcome you. You have to be yourself. Sam wears the field hockey skirt becomes it makes him happy and feel like he's a part of the team. Wearing a skirt makes him feel needed and he's comfortable in it, so why should what other people think about it matter?
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: At the last game, when Sam makes the save for his team to win the game, it shows that he overcame his sadness of not being good at other sports.Also, when Sam's mother, Morley, sorted out the skirt situation, he didn't feel like a liar or guilty anymore because the others knew he was a boy and that he was wearing a skirt to feel like a part of the team.


