
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


	Title: House
	Your name: Ximena Turmel
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: What happens when you are tired or bored of something?
	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: a) In the story House, the protagonist Harry and his family are living in small apartments. Harry really wants to move into an ordinary house but his wife, Anna wants to buy and island and live there instead. Finally they decide on buying a house but they now have the struggle of paying off their mortgage.b) I believe the main message was that Harry wanted to live like any other ordinary man. He was tired of living the way they were. He sacrificed his boat, something he love, to pay for his house, something he thought his family needed.
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: Harry's bored and tired of his lifestyle so he figures out what he wants and tries to go for it. However, Anna doesn't like the idea of a mortgage and wants to keep saving to be able to buy an island but finally gives in to Harry's please and they sell the boat and live in a house with their 2 children.To answer the EQ question, when he got bored and tired, he went after something new, something he thought would be good for his family in the long run.


