Guide Sheet for Literature Circles

Name: Ximena
Group Name: Hannah, Emma, Ximena
Book: Takedown
Answer the following questions in complete sentences and use textual evidence where appropriate.

1. Describe the three most important events or character revelations you have read so far in your novel.  (Remember to tell why you’ve deemed these three as most important in your opinion.)

The three most important character revelations are: 
1) When Vinny took Darren to see Diamond Tony. This is a character revelation because he showed that he was scared and most of the time he’s strict and stoic during business time. 
2) When Jessica was talking about her cousin dying and how she was “killed by Diamond Tony”. This is a character revelation because it shows Jessica’s sad side and that she misses her cousin a lot, when she’s usually so happy and upbeat.
3) When Diamond Tony told Marcus and Darren to go first so that they could eat the bullets. This is a character revelation because it showed that Diamond Tony didn’t really care about “his people” and just wanted to save himself.
2. Predict what will happen next with the main characters?  Why do you say this?  (Use textual evidence to support your idea…. note page numbers too.)

· I think Andre will come back to Darren and ask for help because at the end of the book, Andre thanks Darren, gives him money, and asks him to join his gang but Darren said no and told him he was out of the game. Darren thought that that wouldn’t be the last he would hear from Andre.
3. Relate to the novel by discussing similarities that you are finding between your life and the lives presented in the story?  

I believe I relate to Jessica a little bit because she thinks drugs are bad and doesn’t want to get into that crowd and I think the same thing.
I think I relate to Darren in the way that he expresses himself through his music and I express myself through sports. We both have ways to relieve stress and ways to get rid of some energy.
4. Select three lines from the text that make you think, intrigue you, or fall under the category of being wonderfully composed.  Comment on why you choose each of the lines.  

1) “That night, I slept like a baby.” p. 268. I chose this line because it shows that Darren finally feels at peace and that his operation to bring Diamond Tony and his gang down will finally be completed.
2) “When Jessica woke up, I was there, holding her hand… But then they found a point to focus on: me.” p. 237. I chose this line because it shows the love that Darren feels towards Jessica and how he’s always there for her, supporting her.
3) “Bastard wanted me to eat the bullets while he slipped away.” p. 273. I chose this line because it shows how Diamond Tony doesn’t care about anyone but himself and that he just wanted to live, no matter the cost. Also, this shows that Darren didn’t feel anything but hatred towards him and that he would do anything to take Diamond Tony down.
5. What if you were in the shoes of the main character right now?  What would you do?  Why?
If I were in Darren’s shoes right now, after the end of the book, I would keep living as a normal teenager and try to get the best grades that I can and try my best to fulfill my dreams, in Darren’s case, is succeeding in the music industry.
6. Recommend two themes from the text for your group to discuss and come up with three questions that will help get that discussion going.
This discussion was our last one. We finished the book a while ago.
