
The Rwandan Genocide
Also known as the genocide against Tutsi



What is a 
genocide?

▪ the deliberate killing of a large group of people, 

especially those of a particular ethnic group or nation



What happened

▪ During the Rwandan genocide of 1994, members of the 

Hutu ethnic majority in the east-central African nation of 

Rwanda murdered as many as 800,000 people, mostly of 

the Tutsi minority. Started by Hutu nationalists in the 

capital of Kigali, the genocide spread throughout the 

country with shocking speed and brutality, as ordinary 

citizens were incited by local officials and the Hutu 

Power government to take up arms against their 

neighbors.
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▪ By the time the Tutsi-led Rwandese Patriotic Front 

gained control of the country through a military 

offensive in early July, hundreds of thousands of 

Rwandans were dead and 2 million refugees (mainly 

Hutus) fled Rwanda, exacerbating what had already 

become a full-blown humanitarian crisis.
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▪ By the early 1990s, Rwanda, a small country with an 

overwhelmingly agricultural economy, had one of the 

highest population densities in Africa. About 85 percent 

of its population was Hutu; the rest were Tutsi, along with 

a small number of Twa, a Pygmy group who were the 

original inhabitants of Rwanda.

▪ A Hutu revolution in 1959 forced as many as 300,000 

Tutsis to flee the country, making them an even smaller 

minority. By early 1961, victorious Hutus had forced 

Rwanda’s Tutsi monarch into exile and declared the 

country a republic
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▪ Within an hour of the plane crash, the Presidential Guard, 

together with members of the Rwandan armed forces 

(FAR) and Hutu militia groups known as the Interahamwe 

(“Those Who Attack Together”) and Impuzamugambi 

(“Those Who Have the Same Goal”), set up roadblocks 

and barricades and began slaughtering Tutsis and 

moderate Hutus with impunity.
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▪ Among the first victims of the genocide were the 

moderate Hutu Prime Minister Agathe Uwilingiyimana 

and her 10 Belgian bodyguards, killed on April 7. This 

violence created a political vacuum, into which an interim 

government of extremist Hutu Power leaders from the 

military high command stepped on April 9.

▪ more than 2 million people, nearly all Hutus, fled Rwanda, 

crowding into refugee camps in the Congo (then called 

Zaire) and other neighboring countries.
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▪ After its victory, the RPF established a coalition 

government similar to that agreed upon at Arusha, with 

Pasteur Bizimungu, a Hutu, as president and Paul Kagame, 

a Tutsi, as vice president and defense minister.

▪ Habyarimana’s NRMD party, which had played a key role 

in organizing the genocide, was outlawed, and a new 

constitution adopted in 2003 eliminated reference to 

ethnicity. The new constitution was followed by Kagame’s 

election to a 10-year term as Rwanda’s president and the 

country’s first-ever legislative elections.
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▪ Thousands of Tutsis tried to escape the slaughter by 

hiding in churches, hospitals, schools, and government 

offices. These places, which historically have been 

places of refuge, were turned into places of mass 

murder during the Rwandan Genocide.

▪ One of the worst massacres of the Rwandan Genocide 

took place on April 15 to 16,
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▪ To further degrade the Tutsi, Hutu extremists would not 

allow the Tutsi dead to be buried.

▪ Their bodies were left where they were slaughtered, 

exposed to the elements, eaten by rats and dogs.

▪ Many Tutsi bodies were thrown into rivers, lakes, and 

streams in order to send the Tutsis "back to Ethiopia" -- a 

reference to the myth that the Tutsi were foreigners and 

originally came from Ethiopia



The genocide 
ends

▪ The Rwanda Genocide ended only when the RPF took 

over the country. The RPF (Rwandan Patriotic Front) was 

a trained military group consisting of Tutsis who had 

been exiled in earlier years, many of whom lived in 

Uganda.

▪ The RPF was able to enter Rwanda and slowly take over 

the country. In mid-July 1994, when the RPF had full 

control, the genocide was finally stopped.


