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Theme Paragraph 
 

Theme Paragraph 

1. Discussion of the difference between topic and theme.  

2. Write a short paragraph describing the theme of your book.  

a. Provide the title (in italics), the author’s name, protagonist’s name 

and a brief description of the novel’s topic and story line. (yellow) 

b. Then explain the theme in 3-4 sentences (green) 

3. Add an image that reflects that theme. Remember: no spoilers. 

Example from the book “Whirligig”: 

In Whirligig, Paul Fleischman weaves four short stories through his novel about 

teenager, Brent Bishop, who is charged with drunk driving causing death. In this 

novel about restorative justice, Fleischman shows the reader that no matter 

how alone we feel in this world, we are all connected in ways we would not 

expect. Brent felt rejected by his peers and saw suicide as the solution to his 

distress. Although he caused irreparable damage, his journey helped him learn 

more about himself as he connected with others. Each short story within the 

novel also shows how each of us develop our own identities through our 

connections with the people we encounter in our lives.  

 

4. Add a question about the topic and make your answer reflect the theme. 

You will use this thesis to guide you in your individual project.  

How was restorative justice better than a jail term for Brent? In his 

journey around the U.S. to build whirligigs in Lea’s memory, Brent 

honours Lea and, through the people he meets, he also learns to love life 

and himself. 

 

Here is a link to Mrs. Bancroft’s example: 

http://myriverside.sd43.bc.ca/ebancroft/english-9-3/literature-circles/whirligig/ 

 

 

http://myriverside.sd43.bc.ca/ebancroft/english-9-3/literature-circles/whirligig/

