
English 9- expository essay  

Short Stories Essay 

I have chosen four stories that share a common topic- progress. You are to 

choose two of these stories and explain what the author is trying to say about 

the lessons of technological progress, scientific progress, and the progression of 

human rights. By reviewing the themes of each story, you will be able to 

understand the link to the issues surrounding human’s pursuit of progress.  

Your essay will be no more than 500 words and contain: 

1. An introduction paragraph with a thesis. It will contain: 

 A hook- get the reader interested in the lessons learned about progress 

 Name the stories and the author  

 Your thesis  

2. 2-3 body paragraphs  

 Explain how the stories portray the idea of progress 

 No more than 2-3 lines of story summary- concentrate on story 

analysis 

 Focus on author’s purpose 

3. Conclusion (conclusion will NOT be marked- but you have to try)  

Criteria for assessment: 

 Introduction (hook, thesis, preview) 

 Organization of your essay 

 Evidence to support your thesis  

 Word choice (as practiced in the Descriptive paragraph) 

 Transition words (as practiced in the Descriptive paragraph) 

 Correct use of capitalization and commonly confused words (as 

practiced in No Red Ink) 
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Draft copy 

Introduction 

Hook-   

Thesis- The story Sea Devil shows us that humans may be more civilized due to 

technological progress but all that progress may be in vain because of the 

power of nature.   The Sniper show us that war is not a sign of progress at all but 

rather a (step back) from civilization and more damaging than anticipated.  

 

Body paragraph 

In the story Sea Devil, the author reminds the reader that although 

humans are the superior species, nature can still dominate. In this story, “the 

man” goes fishing for mullet only to be the one “fished” in the end. Instead of 

catching a vulnerable, helpless fish, the fisherman’s net catches onto a massive 

Florida sea ray and is almost pulled to his death. The protagonist has to use his 

intellect and reason-what makes him the superior species- to defeat the sea ray 

and save himself from drowning. Gordon reminds the reader about the progress 

of “man” by using the imagery of the “books on the shelves”, the “twinkling 

lights of the flight from Tampa to …” and “the necklace of lights on the 

freeway”. Yet despite these signs of a civilized species, the primitive nature of 

the sea ray almost (overrides) this human. (insert quotes?) 

 The story The Sniper is not about progress at all. If anything, this story by ---- 

is about how destructive humans can be despite social, technological and 

scientific progress. In The Sniper, the protagonist is positioned on top of a 

building, hunting another sniper on the opposite side of the street. It is a game of 

waiting and wits as the enemy soldiers fight to win in the Irish civil war. Ultimately, 

the protagonist kills the other sniper by outwitting him with a simple trick but then 

later realizes a horrible truth- a war is not always between strangers. War is not 

progress.  

 


