
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


	Title: Tell Tale Heart
	Your name: Sophia Wong
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: Can bitterness lead to loneliness?

	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: The narrator is disturbed by an old man's eye so he sneaks into his room every night, plotting to kill him until one night, the old man wakes up and the narrator kills him. He then dismembered the body and hid it under the floorboard. The policemen came and at first, he denied killing the old man but suddenly he thought he heard the old man's heartbeat and felt guilty so he confessed. 
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: In the narrator's case bitterness did not necessarily lead to loneliness. Although he loved the old man, he was disturbed by his eye. I truly think that the narrator had a mental illness because no sane person would kill another human because of their eye. It was possibly a mix between bitterness and his mental illness that lead to loneliness because I do not think that the narrator lived with anyone else besides the old man.


