
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sophia Wong


	Title: 
	Your name: 
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: What leads to happiness?
Why are children so vulnerable?
	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: There was a slide of pictures of the living conditions of students from around the world.The message is that there is poverty all around the world. These pictures are shocking as we never truly think about the living conditions around the world and how hard it is for a lot of people to find shelter, food and clean water.
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: The text shows that money does not equal happiness. The facial expressions from the poor kids were the same as the kids with the big houses. Children are very vulnerable with their living situation because their parents life decisions 100% affect their life as a child.


