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Pathways to a Theme
When you have read your chosen story, respond to the following questions:

1. What is happening in the story? Answer in point form or full sentences.
Trucks holding soldiers arrived to a small town in Germany. One day a truck stopped to
repair its engine and a little boy jumped out the back of the truck. But the mayor was
standing there and he put the boy back into the truck. A girl named Rose Blanche wante
to know where the boy went. She followed the tracks of the truck through a forest and
arrived at a clearing. She got to a barbed wire where there were children. She fed them
some of her bread. She carried as much food as she could to the children. Rose was
getting thinner. She snuck out of school early to feed the kids. In the morning, the soldie

2. Identify and describe the conflict in the story.
Rose has a conflict with herself because she wants to help the children and feed them but

she is starving herself trying to do that because she is giving her only food to them.
The next conflict would be between Rose and the soldier that killed her at the end

3. Brainstorm words or phrases that connect to the class discussion on the human condition.
Emotionality, human nature, death, trauma, history, religion,
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4. What are 2-3 the theme or big idea of the story? Create a theme statement.

-You can create a theme statement by using the formula topic+treatment (+/-) = result. Eg. In
Macbeth, one could say that “ambition + too much = destruction”. Therefore the theme statement would
be “Too much ambition can lead to destruction”

-A theme statement has no absolutes, no cliches and no conversational language. Eg. ‘I think its
to never judge a book by its cover”’is NOT a good theme statement.

Topic emotion + treatment(+/-) relglon = result war

Theme Statement

Religion and too much emotion can lead to war.

Topic 100 much curiot, ., freedom _ resyr dEStruction

Theme Statement
Too much curiosity and freedom can lead to destruction.

Topic Mortality conflict death

+ treatment(+/-) = result

Theme Statement
Mortality and conflict can lead to death

5. Change the theme statements into a deep questions. Eg. What can be the result of too much

ambition? OR Can too much ambition lead to destruction?
What can religion and too much emotion lead to?

Can too much curiosity and freedom lead to destruction?

Mortality and what can lead to death?
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