[bookmark: _GoBack]How would it feel if you thought that you didn’t fit in? In the short story Sam the athlete by Stuart Mclean, Sam wore a skirt just because he finally felt like he was fitting in somewhere. Sam is just another kid going into middle school who absolutely loves sports but isn’t very good at them. He has tried many different sports but couldn’t find one that stuck, he liked playing hockey the best but wasn’t great when it came to actually being able to stop on the ice. Sam kept looking for a sport he was good at, then one day he saw there were try outs for the schools coed field hockey team. Sam tried out for the team and found that field hockey was his sport, he had finally found something that he was good at. Although Sam didn’t realize that the “coed” team was all girls until he was handed a skirt as the team uniform! At first Sam was a little unsure about wearing a skirt but by the end of the story he absolutely loved it, he even shaved his legs and pretended to be a girl because he was finally fitting in and felt apart of the team. Sam should continue to wear the skirt because it makes him happy and he finally feels like he belongs somewhere and fits in with his team “everyone on the team wears one”.  Sam is completely comfortable in the skirt and does a good job playing on the team when he wears it, he even received compliments from the coach! Sam went to school disguising himself as girl so he could wear his skirt without feeling judged or getting bullied by the other kids, but if wearing a skirt is what makes him feel good he should be able to do so without having to pretend to be a girl. Sam has finally found something that he loves and is successful at so he should be allowed to wear whatever he wants as long as he is happy.  
 

