Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question
After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in
the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class

Title Harrison Bergeron Your name: Nicholas B.P

Which Essential Content: Understanding:

Question(s) is addressed a) What happensin the How does the text answer the EQ?2

in this piece of literature? text/movie/Talke Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page

b) Whatis the main numbers/lines if needed.
message/theme?
Why are people always A) A young man named The government wants everyone to be equal, so they make everyone
trying to be like someone |Harrison Bergeron is taken from |the "equal” by having them wear weights, masks, and headsets, to
else? his home by the government for | ensure that nobody is stronger, smarter, and/or more beautiful than
conspiring against the others. Everybody is trying to be the someone else, which in this case is

government. 6 years later, he | someone weaker than themselves, everybody could work together to
escapes from jail, breaks into a | become smarter and stronger, or we could just treat each other equally
ballet studio, then declares and work together, making us all equal.

himself the new emperor, and
starts dancing with a ballerina.
The handicapper general then
arrives with a squad of soldiers,
and kills Harrison Bergeron.

B) Being the same is not the
same as being equal.
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