
Via Flavia Demetria #78 Morena, 

Rome Italy  

June 24, 1868 

 



 

Dear mamma, 

 

Me and my husband just arrived her in New Brunswick, my journey has been very long and 

consists of horse and carriage rides and travelling on boat. I arrived here in New Brunswick 

by boat, the boat ride was chilly and breezy. The ocean water got very choppy at some points 

leaving me feeling pretty sea sick for most of the ride. Travelling on horse form Italy to 

France was uncomfortable but not as uncomfortable as the two boat trips I had to endure 

next. Firstly, the short sea ride from France to Britain was manageable, but the 13 day trip 

from the UK was excruciatingly long and rocky. When I send you my next letter, I am 

hoping I will have arrived in the red river settlement. Hoping my husband will be apart of 

the Northwest Mountain Police and for us to hopefully own some land to our selves. 

Much love, 

 Your daughter Michela 

  

  



  
Via Flavia Demetria #78 Morena, 

Rome Italy  

September 22, 1875



To my dearest mother, 

My prayers have been answered! Travelling by foot and horse for a few more days paid off 

because Robert and I are settled in the Red River Settlement. Robert got accepted into the 

Northwest Mounted Police which a police force that is here in Canada. His job is going to be 

trying to stop robbers, murders, and American traders selling whiskey to the native people. 

The NWMP is populated by Indians and Metis people, and a few white traders including my 

husband. The few white traders including my husband are not to fond of the Indian people 

including the metis even though there only half Indian. The weather here is definitely a lot 

colder than what I am use to In Italy. Me and Robert found a way to buy land here and now 

we call it home. We wouldn’t consider it the best home but it is giving us a place to stay and its 

something to call home. I hope you and Pappa are doing well. Missing you all 

 Much love, 

Your daughter Michela 



Via Flavia Demetria #78 Morena,

Rome Italy 

November 28, 1876



Mamma, 

 

I miss you guys dearly and I hope all is well. Lots has been happening since the last time I 

wrote to you… The Canadian Government has been taking control of the Indians. This is 

called the Indian Act; I have seen children as young as 4 being taken away from their 

families for 10 months. In the 10 months that the Canadian Government is in control of the 

children, they are physically, emotionally, and sexually abused. Also forcing them out of their 

traditions and trying to convert them into Christianity. The Indian act’s aim was also to move 

the Indian people onto reserves and use the remaining land for settlement. With the Canadian 

government taking away the First People’s land, it benefits us because we’re getting free land 

and we don’t have to deal with the Indians anymore. Robert and I are a little overwhelmed 

with everything going on even though It’s in our favor, it is still a lot to take in. I really miss 

you guys and hope you guys are doing well and our healthy! You will hear from me soon 

Much love, 

Your daughter Michela 



Via Flavia Demetria #78 Morena,

Rome Italy 

October 12, 1885



Dearest mamma, 

 

I hope you doing well and enjoying reading my post cards that I have been sending to you. I am missing 

Italy even though Robert and I are doing well here. There is so much to explain about what’s going on 

with The North-West Resistance. All the Indian people including the metis have been fighting against the

Canadian Government for there rights because they get treated unfairly, well thats what they think, so its 

been alittle chaotic here. The first people felt like no one in the power cared about what happened to them 

as people. This lead to all the indians including Lous Riel to rebell and kill inocent white people including 

kids. The Metis were dissapointed at Sir John A Macdonald’s response to their petition. Because of the 

metis dissapointment there actions led to alot of injuries even deaths. Soon after Riel was put on trial in 

Regina for treason. Riel was found guilty by six English-speaking Canadien men. The judge of the courst 

chose the penatly of being hung. This choice to hang Riel caused a really big reaction. Petitons were soon 

being sent to Prime Minister Macdonald asking for Riel to be exused. Mamma the newspapers have been 

going crazy on this topic. Sir John A. Macdonald took a couple of months to make up his mind, and his 

descision was for him to be hung. I really must go, but I promise to write soon and keep you updated 

Much love, 

Your daughter Michela 
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