FORGIVENESS =7~
IN FAMILIES

“The Lord loves a lunatic® 1s the way Cam’s mother describes her son. But
Cam’s sister, Val, finds it hard to love the eccentric behavior of her brother
and his “‘hippie’’ friends. '

I *ve often thought, suppose I had to go to a psychiatrist, and he
would want to know about my family background, naturally,
so I would have to start telling him about my brother, and he
wouldn’t even wait till I was finished, would he, the psychiatrist,
he’d commit me.

I said that to Mother; she laughed. “You’re hard on that boy,
Val.”

“Boy,” 1 said. “Man.” .

She laughed, she admitted it. “But remember,” she said, “the
Lord loves a lunatic.”

“How do you know,” I said, ““seeing you’re an atheist?”

Some things he couldn’t help. Being born, for instance. He was
born the week I started school, and how’s that for timing? I was
scared, it wasn’t like now when the kids have been going to play-
school and kindergarten for years. I was going to school for the first
time and all the other kids had their mothers with them and where
was mine? In the hospital having a baby. The embarrassment to

e. There was a lot of shame about those things then.

It wasn’t his fault getting born and it wasn’t his fault throwing up
at my wedding. Think of it. The floor, the table, he even managed
to hit the cake. He was not drunk, as some people thought, he really
did have some violent kind of flu, which-Haro and I came down
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