
 

 

EAL Comp 

“The Pearl” Essay 
You will write a well-constructed essay on the novel, “The Pearl.” Select one of the questions listed 
below to write your essay on. Do not forget to include quotes that will support your points in each 
paragraph of your essay. 
Essay Topics: 

1.) Describe Kino’s character (provide 3 character traits) 
2.) Describe Juana’s character (provide 3 character traits) 
3.) Describe the doctor’s character (provide 3 character traits) 
4.) Determine whether Kino was a good father and husband or not. 
5.) Describe the nature of Kino and Juana’s relationship 
6.) There are numerous examples of irony used throughout the story.  Describe how the element of irony 

plays a huge role in The Pearl. 
7.) “We do know that we are cheated at birth to the overcharge on our coffins.  But we survive.  You have 

defied not the pearl buyers, but the whole structure, the whole way of life, and I am afraid for you.”  
Explain what Juan Thomas is talking about when he mentions “the whole structure” and why it is so 
important to the story. 

8.) Your choice.  Have Mr. Thies approve your thesis. 

 
ESSAY OUTLINE 

Paragraph 1 

 some introductory sentences about the general topic, introducing both the novel and the idea 
you will be writing about 

 Your thesis statement  

 
GENERAL TOPIC (Topic sentence) 

 
SENTENCE INTRODUCING THE NOVEL 

SENTENCE INTRODUCING YOUR TOPIC (WHAT ARE YOU WRITING ON?) 

 
THESIS STATEMENT (WHAT IS THE MAIN POINT YOUR WHOLE ESSAY WILL FOCUS 
ON?) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Paragraph 2 

 a topic sentence, explaining one important argument 
 examples 

 explanations 
 a concluding sentence 

 

TOPIC SENTENCE (ONE MAIN POINT TO SUPPORT YOUR THESIS/MAIN POINT) 

 
EXAMPLE 

 
EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE 

 
EXAMPLE 

 
EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE  

CONCLUDING SENTENCE FOR YOUR PARAGRAPH 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Paragraph 3 

 a topic sentence, explaining one important argument 
 examples 
 explanations 
 a concluding sentence 

 

TOPIC SENTENCE (ONE MAIN POINT TO SUPPORT YOUR THESIS/MAIN POINT) 

 
EXAMPLE 

 
EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE 

 
EXAMPLE 

 
EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE  

CONCLUDING SENTENCE FOR YOUR PARAGRAPH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Paragraph 4 

 a topic sentence, explaining one important argument 
 examples 
 explanations 
 a concluding sentence 

 

TOPIC SENTENCE (ONE MAIN POINT TO SUPPORT YOUR THESIS/MAIN POINT) 

 
EXAMPLE 

 
EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE 

 
EXAMPLE 

 
EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE  

CONCLUDING SENTENCE FOR YOUR PARAGRAPH 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Paragraph 5 

 a restatement of your thesis 
 some general thoughts following from this thesis statement 

 

RESTATE YOUR THESIS (USE DIFFERENT WORDS) 
 

 
GENERAL THOUGHTS ON YOUR THESIS (THREE SENTENCES) 
 

 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

 
 
 
Example of how to collect Quotations  

 

Page # Full quotation  Why you have included it – how it relates to the topic you are 

writing about in the essay. 

   

 

 

 


	GENERAL TOPIC Topic sentence: Interesting and complicated characters always make the story better. Often, these characters are the protagonists. However, in this story she might be one of the major characters, but she is not the main character.
	SENTENCE INTRODUCING THE NOVEL: "The Pearl" is a story about Kino and his family that's living a poor life and everything changed until they found the most precious pearl in the world - the Pearl of the World.
	SENTENCE INTRODUCING YOUR TOPIC WHAT ARE YOU WRITING ON: 
	ON: In the story, Juana is properly described as a woman. She is superstitious, however she sometimes act based on an old knowledge. Juana is also a very strong character.
	TOPIC SENTENCE ONE MAIN POINT TO SUPPORT YOUR THESISMAIN POINT: Juana is properly described as a woman.
	EXAMPLE: In the story, Juana does things what a wife and woman does, she prepares breakfast and she attends Ciyotito if he needs things. And after the death of Ciyotito, even though she stood beside her husband as if they're equal, she refused to throw the pearl to the Gulf.
	EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE: She doesn't complain about anything like her status or low profile in the family. She's like a loyal and a good wife. And about throwing the pearl back into the Gulf, she refused because she knows that Kino must be the one who throws it because she knows that Kino throwing the pearl, the thing that he fought, can restore his manhood
	EXAMPLE_2: Also, when Kino told her something that she knew, she just nodded and didn't said things such as "I do know of that" as if that's her first time knowing that.
	EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE_2: This just shows how much Juana knows her place as a woman. That the woman must be protected by the man all the time. Like what was written earlier, she doesn't complain about her treatment, rather, she is an obedient woman who knows the rules of being a woman or a man.
	CONCLUDING SENTENCE FOR YOUR PARAGRAPH: Those examples shows how much Juana knows her place as a woman, being obedient, loyal, not complaining about everything and that she has to be protected by the man.
	TOPIC SENTENCE ONE MAIN POINT TO SUPPORT YOUR THESISMAIN POINT_2: Juana is also very superstitious, however she sometimes act on an old knowledge.
	EXAMPLE_3: In the story, when Ciyotito, her son, got bitten by a scorpion, she prayed for the help of their native gods, and also prays Hail Mary.
	EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE_3: This just shows how much superstitious she is that instead of doing something that might help Ciyotito, she strongly prayed for the gods to heal Ciyotito.
	EXAMPLE_4: However, she sometimes act based on the knowledge she learned. When Ciyotito was wounded, she knew that the poultice made from seaweed would be good for him. 
	EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE_4: And this scene shows that Juana may be very superstitious, however she sometimes act without praying in supernatural beings. Unlike in the first chapters where Ciyotito got bitten by the scorpion, she knew how to treat a wounded person and she didn't rely on her beliefs.
	CONCLUDING SENTENCE FOR YOUR PARAGRAPH_2: This conclude that Juana is a superstitious person that relies both on her beliefs and her own learned knowledge.
	TOPIC SENTENCE ONE MAIN POINT TO SUPPORT YOUR THESISMAIN POINT_3: Juana is a very strong character in the story.
	EXAMPLE_5: In the novel, Juana's been through a lot of horrible and bad situations, however she remained sane and unaffected in the end.
	EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE_5: This explains that even though Juana is a woman, she remained strong-willed in the end even after all those horrible things and situations that happened to her. This means that Juana is a very strong woman who fights everything with her all.
	EXAMPLE_6: It also shows in the novel how strong she is by being calm all the time. She remained calm even though Ciyotito, her son is in danger. It was also shown when Kino, her husband, killed a man.
	EXPLANATION FOR THE EXAMPLE_6: Juana is strong just by being able to asses and be calm in bad situations. In the example when Ciyotito was in danger, she was calm and was focused on her son unlike some mothers that hysterically panicking. And even though her husband has killed someone, she immediately thought that their lives won't be the same anymore instead of questioning or leaving her husband. 
	CONCLUDING SENTENCE FOR YOUR PARAGRAPH_3: This concludes that Juana is a very strong character by having a strong will, mind and body. 
	RESTATE YOUR THESIS USE DIFFERENT WORDS: In the novel, Juana is a perfect example of a mother and a woman. However, she believes in supernatural beings but knows a lot things that contradicts her beliefs in the supernatural things. She is also a fierce and a strong-willed character.
	GENERAL THOUGHTS ON YOUR THESIS THREE SENTENCES: Juana is a loyal and obedient person when it comes to her husband but is very determined when it comes to her family. Throughout the story, she can be religious or superstitious sometimes and has some basic knowledge about some things that proves that she is not entirely superstitious. She also has a very strong mind which is perfect for her horrible surroundings and the situations she's been through.
	CONCLUDING SENTENCE: This concludes that Juana is a perfect model of a loving and caring yet fierce and strong mother.


