
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


	Title: House 
	Your name: Jayden 
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: Would trying to hard to fit in or be something your not lead to happiness in the end?
	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: a) In the story The House Harry and Anna have an argument about settling down and moving into a house in the hills. Harry and his family who were spending beyond their means, decide to look for houses. By the time they actually look into buying a house the realization that they will need to sell their boat hits. Spending one last weekend on the boat they decide this is the right decision. They buy a house soon after but Harry feels remorse over his decisions. He comes home to Anna tearing down the wall with a crow bar and joins in. In the end of the story Harry changed his mind and thoughts and decided they don't need to live ordinarily and fit in like the others. 
b) The main theme/message is that you don't need to live like others or be like others. You do what you want and as long as your surrounded by people you love it's your decision that makes you happy. 
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: Harry tried to hard to settle down and fit in like other people. He wanted to live 'ordinarily'. When they finally settled down and he got what he wanted he felt like something was missing. He came home to Anna using a crowbar and together they tore down the walls. They realized that they could be happy living like this and they shouldn't live ordinarily like other people. 


