Guide Sheet for Literature Circles

Name: Jason Seo
Group Name: LA Kings
Book: To Kill a Mockingbird
Answer the following questions in complete sentences and use textual evidence where appropriate.

1. Describe the three most important events or character revelations you have read so far in your novel.  (Remember to tell why you’ve deemed these three as most important in your opinion.)

· When Scout helped to get rid of the mob that tried to kill Tom Robinson and potentially Atticus who was defending Tom. This is important because it demonstrates the power that Scout, or a kid has on an adult, and how much Scout has grown as the days go by.
· The Tom Robinson trial because it shows the expertise of Atticus Finch, Tom’s lawyer. He says that a black man’s trial would have ended guilty in a matter of minutes, whereas Atticus succeeds in extending the trial to almost an entire day. The trial also shows the internal emotions of Scout, and the feelings of Dill and Jem.
· When Boo Radley shows his face for the first time in almost forever. I found this important because it shows the innocence of Boo and how he has done so many things for everyone in this neighbourhood without anybody realizing that it was him. Instead, everybody made false accusations as to what he did.
2. Predict will happen next with the main characters?  Why do you say this?  (Use textual evidence to support your idea….note page numbers too.)

· I think that Boo Radley will have occasions when he comes out to face the light. After he appeared at Scout’s house after Jem was hurt (P. 362), it was an indication that he prefers solitude but also has that wanting to help others. It’s probable that he will appear when something bad happens to a Maycomb citizen.
· Scout will become a lady that later fights to understand what happens in this world. Throughout the book, she gets pushed on by Jem that she doesn’t understand the content, whereas she actually does. She strives to learn about something she may not know (P. 310), therefore I think she will be one of the main people that try to change the world along with Jem and Dill.

· Jem and Dill both share the same opinions on the trial of Tom Robinson. They both know the truth behind the trial, and do not understand how the jury could all agree that Tom was guilty (P. 265, 284). I wouldn’t be surprised if they become the people who fight racial discrimination as adults.
3. Relate to the novel by discussing similarities that are you finding between your life and the lives presented in the story?  

· The innocent curiosity of children and their passion to find the truth behind new events.
4. Select three lines from the text that make you think, intrigue you, or fall under the category of being wonderfully composed.  Comment on why you choose each of the lines.  

· “Well, it’s be sort of like shootin’ a mockingbird, wouldn’t it?” I chose this because I had no clue as to what the mockingbird resembles in this book. The title is “To Kill a Mockingbird” but the mockingbird is only referred to twice. I didn’t know the resemblance until my teacher explained it to me.
· “Why don’t you tell the truth, child, didn’t Bob Ewell beat you up?” This is important because it shows the professionalism of Atticus. He is able to relate all information from all parts and link them to find the flaws of false accusation, such as Mayella’s black right eye. This is improbable as Tom’s left arm is defected.

· “Hey, Boo,” I said.” I chose this because it shows the bravery of Boo Radley to face the light under all the false accusations that he’s a madman who cut his own father with scissors. It shocked me to see that he decided to come out.
5. What if you were in the shoes of the main character right now?  What would you do?  Why?

I would try to get Boo Radley to face society more often because even though he prefers his solitude, it’s beneficial for a person to be talking and socializing with other people. Maybe by slowly increasing his social time, whether it be with me or someone else, so that he will no longer by ‘stuck’ in his house.
6. Recommend two themes from the text for your group to discuss and come up with three questions that will help get that discussion going.

· The truth is not always present. You need to find it.
· You can find bravery and heroism from the smallest events.
· What are some common stereotypes today that resemble the ones on Boo Radley?

· What defines bravery and heroism?

· Which is more important: the truth, or keeping people safe?

