
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


	Title: House 
	Your name: Jason Schutz
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: Can too much negativity result in failure? 


Why do we try and change who we are?
	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: A) In this story a family wants ti buy a house but they don't have the money because the market is crazy. They end up selling their boat for extra money so they can afford their house. In the end they get the house and relationships are healed because people were getting stressed that they weren't going to get the house. Every time they went to look at a house they didnt reall pay to much attention.


B) I think the main message here is that money can't always buy you happiness 
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: 
Can too much negativity result in failure?
Too much negativity can result in failure but not always. Too much negativity will result in failure if you stop trying. If you are negative but decide you must keep going and persevere then there is always a chance of success. Even if it is the slightest bit of hope. In this story they were negative about the house but they kept pursuing and found solutions.

Why do we try and change who we are? 
People try to change who they are to usually satisfy another. In this story people changed and had to adapt to their new environment. Harry changed over the story. He changed due to the experiences and the situation. He adapted.


