
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 
After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 
the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 
to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 
Question(s) is addressed 
in this piece of literature?  

Content:  
a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 
b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  
Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 
numbers/lines if needed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

Can too much criticism lead 
you to give up on your future 
dreams and plans 
 
Why do we try and chance 
who we are

In this short story it is a family with 
Harry being the dad, anna the mom,  
Joey and doll as the kids. They live 
in a condo and own a boat which 
they love and have made lots of 
memories on. But Harry decides it's 
time to take a bigger step and by a 
house. So they go house hunting 
and find the one they want to buy.  
Harry finds himself stressed and 
regretting buying the house. They 
were all settling in the house and 
Harry hears big loud noises. He 
goes to check it out to find anna is 
wrecking the house and smashing 
the walls down. She wanted to 
customize it to be their own. At first 
Harry was mad but then he realized 
that they did need to make the 
house their own.

At the beginning of the book anna and Harry were arguing on whether they should 
get the house or not anna would make lots of sarcasm and judgement towards Harry.  
But it didn't effect him he kept moving towards what he wanted for him and his 
family. It was his dream to settle down and get a house, so that's exactly what he did. 
So no too much criticism can't lead to you giving up on your future because it only 
makes you want it more in my opinion. 
 
 
We try to chance who we are because change is good. It can be scary but it is good. 
We chance who we are and who we are going to be because it can lead to success I. 
The long run. If we don't chance it we will never know what the outcome could be.


