: English 10
To Kill a Mockingbird Background Assignment

The novel, “To Kill a l\/look'i'n'gbird” is a classic novel written by Harper Lee. The

author loosely based the novel on her own childhood experiences in a non

""Spe"ciﬁo Southern town in 1936: When the book was released in the 1960, it was

viewed as a success because it came out at the same time the American Civil
Rights Movement was underway. In order to fully appreciate and understand the
novel, we need to understand the time and the events that surround the novel. In
groups you will be responsible for a set of questions. Your assignment s to find
the information and-present it in an interesting way that will inform and engaged
your classmates. You may choose a‘power point, poster, skit or any other form «-

approved by me.
Mark: -
Understanding of Material /10

Presentation 110



To Kill a Mockingbird Background Information Ty

[

The Amertcan Clvxl War/ Slavel

- 1)-When did the American:Cidl-War. begin: -and end?-
2) Who ere the two opposmg sides in the war and what were thelr basxo beliefs
concerning slavery?’
3) Why did the white southerners support slavery?
4) What happened as a result of Abraham Lincoln bemg elected preSIdent of the
United States? )
5) Who won the Civil War? What Act of Congress did the victors introduce?
6) After the war, how did the white southerners feel about blacks?

Jim Crow Laws

_ 1) What are the Jim Crow [aws, when were they initiated, and who initially
implemented them®? : -
2) List as many examples of the Jim Crow Laws as you can
3) Did Jim Crow Laws exist before the Civil War? Why or why not?
4) What purpose did the whites have in implementing these laws?
5) Name some of the practical consequences of these laws.

m——»unw\
The Montgomery Bus Boycott/ Rosa Parks

1) Describe the timing of the Bus Boycott, both in terms of the actual dates and the
setting.
2) What specific laws and social rules were broken by the boycott?
.3) Who was Rosa Parks and what specifically did she do?
4) What were the events leading up to the boycott? Was it spontaneous or

/ planned?
5) What was the reaction of the white population to the Rosa Parks incident, both at

the time and later?

— - T




Malcolm X

1) Who was Malcolm X and when and where was he born?
2) What are some significant events in Malcolm X’s childhood and how did these

shape his philosophy of black rights?
-3). What.was his main message to blacks and whites and how did this message

differ from King's? According to Malcolm X what were his reasons fro changmg

his last name?
4) What specific actions did Malcolm X take for black rights and what did he

accomplish?
5) How did Malcolm X die and what lmpact dld his death have on both blacks and

whites?

2

The Great Depression

1) What was the great depression and when did it happen?

.. 2) Discuss some of the implications of the depression in terms of things like social
change and jOb security. What might it have meant for black and white relations? -
1 3) What kinds of strategies did the government employ to try and end the

Y depressxon’?
4) What was the lmpact of the depressxon in rural areas as opposed to the cities?
" 5) How does the depression we are going through today differ from this one?

o st

Little Rock Nine

1) Who were these nine people?
2) Why did white people try to prevent them from entering the school’7
. 3) Who tried to block the Little Rock Nine from attending the school?
4) What was the reaction of the US government? )
5) What impact the Little Rock Nine have on the Civil Rights movement?




Martin Lufher King Jr./ The Civil Rights Movement

1) Who was King and when and where was he born?
2) What did King say was the enemy of the black people’ and what did he say could
" bieach th& divide between blacks and whites? Howe did these opinions differ
- = from-those-of- Malcolm X? =
3) As King’s popularity grew, what happened in the south?
4) When and how did King die and how did people react to his death?
5) What is the Civil Rights Movement and what impact did Kxng s life and death

have on it?

The Black Panther Party

1) What was the Black Panther Party? Who started it and when and where did it .
begin?

2) What were-the aims of the Party and what steps did they take towards those
goals? .

3) Who joined the Party and Why’? ‘ =

4) What impact did the Party have on life for both the blacks and whites in the
south? '

5) What is the New Black Panther Party and how does its philosophy and purpose
differ from that of the original Party?

oo

The Ku Klux Klan - S S~

1) What is the Ku Klux Klan? Who started it and when and how did it begin?
2) What was the philosophy and purpose of the Klan and what steps did they take
towards their goals? : :
»3) Who joined the Klan and why?
4) What was the Klan’s impact and how did blacks and whites feel about them and
“ their existence? . '
! 5) Does the Klan still exist today and if so what does it look like and does it differ

from the onglnal Klan? How or why/not?
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H

Riverside Secondary Séhool

To Kill a Mock{hgbird Participation Self—éé’sessment

| listened to my
team members
and
contributed my
own ideasto
the project.

Name: Title of Project:_
~ Date: Fellow Group Members:
Not at all Somewhat Forthe most part | Completely/All the
time
Teamwork:

Research:
| found and
analysed -
sources and.-

took thorough

notes.

Project

“Construction: -

| participated.
in putting
together both

- the visual and

o e e

. oral
tomponents of
the
presentation.

Presentation:
} actively took

' “partinthe
_presentation,

both

‘presenting

information
and answering
guestions,

Additional Comments on Team Members:




