English 10
To Kill a Mockingbird Essay

Once you have completed the chart with the themes on it you will pick one and write an
essay (courage/ bravery, acceptance, discrimination/prejudice and tolerance). Use the
quotes taken from the novel to prove your thesis on whatever theme you have chosen.
You will have to complete an essay outline before you do the in class write and have
~your thesis checked by me. You may bring your laptop to class if you would prefer to
-typeit. ' '

Your essay will be marked using the following rubric.

6
The six response is superior in its depth of discussion and synthesis of ideas.
Demonstrates an insightful understanding of the text at an interpretive level. May make
inferences. May show understanding of literary techniques appropriate to genre.
Support from texts, explicit or implicit, is thoughtful and well-integrated. Despite its
_clarity, response need not be error-free.
5
The five response is proficient in its depth of discussion and synthesis of ideas.
Demonstrates a clear understanding of the text at an interpretive level. May show
understanding of literary techniques appropriate to genre. Support from texts, explicit or
implicit, is convincing and relevant.
4
The four response is competent in its discussion of ideas. Demonstrates some
understanding of the text at an interpretive level. Response is organized and
straightforward, but may miss subtle or complex ideas. Support
from texts is relevant.
3
The three response is adequate. Demonstrates some understanding of the text at a
literal level. Response may be unclear, incomplete or lack detail. Assertions are often
simplistic or unevenly developed. Support may consist of long references to the texts
which are not clearly connected to the central idea.
2 o
The two response is inadequate. May demonstrate a misreading or misunderstanding
of the texts or task. Response may be incomplete or restatements of text, or consist of
underdeveloped, limited ideas. Support is absent or flawed, with little evidence of
relationships or connections. Does not meet the expectations of the
- task.
1
The one response is unacceptable. Demonstrates a misreading or significant
misunderstanding of the texts or task. Response may be irrelevant. No evidence of
support or connections between ideas. May be too short to meet the requirements of
the task. : o




