
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


	Title: The Road Not Taken - By: Robert Frost
	Your name: Clare Magura
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: 1) Is following everyone and fitting in going to get you to where you want and/or need to be?

2) Are taking risks good?
	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: This poem is about someone who is trying to get somewhere, I'm thinking in life, and they take a different path from everyone else and in the end they find themselves somewhere they didn't expect but in the end it made a big difference. In the end it doesn't actually say of give us any hints because it ends really fast on whether or not it is a good place or bad place, or good or bad decision to not follow everyone else.

Theme: trust your instincts 
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: 1) I think it does make a difference because this person in the poem did something different than everyone else and it got them to where they didn't expect to end up. So this person got to where they wanted and it "made all the difference".  

2) I think taking risks are good and important. The person in the story took the risk of not following the same path as everyone else and they weren't sure where they might end up but it was important and was a good decision.


