Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question
After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in
the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class
rnitle Beat It - Michael Jackson

Your name: Clare Magura

Which Essential
Question(s) is addressed
in this piece of literature?

Content:
a) What happens in the
text/movie/Talke
b) Whatis the main
message/theme?

Understanding:

How does the text answer the EQ?

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page
numbers/lines if needed.

Why do we let fear control
us?

Is it okay to rely on a
feeling and no hard
evidence?

In the song Michael Jackson is
trying to tell someone that they
need to leave otherwise
someone else is going to get
into a fight with them. He thinks
that person will lose and is
trying to protect the person from
getting hurt.

The theme of the song is don't
assume things before they
happen, don't think you or
someone is going to lose
something

1. In the song Michael Jackson fears that this person will get hurt in a
fight and he doesn't want this so he tells them to leave. It is him who is
in fear not the the other person because he is worried about someone
else.

2. It doesn't tell too much of a story but what it does say is that there is
going to be a fight and someone will probably get hurt. Michael Jackson
just has a feeling and assumes this will happen, but we don't know who
the people who will fight are and he has no evidence that he is going to

get hurt.
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